19" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST October 19, 2025
Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services

Saturday, October 18 5:00 PM +Jim Rozanc by Mary Anne Rozanc
Sunday, October 19  9:00 AM +Michael & Anna Szerbin by Michele May

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 2 pages 130 - 132

Web Liturgy for Week of October 19 sponsored
by Christopher Mills

Sanctuary Candle is lit from October 19 — November 1
In memory of +George & +Catherine Onoffrey by Joseph Onoffrey

20t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, October 25 5:00 PM Special Anniversary Intentions of Steven & Joann Ostheim
Sunday, October 26 9:00 AM +Andy & +Anna Mae Harhai by Andrea Harhai

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,367.00
Maintenance Fund 549.00
Holy Day 35.00
Candles 66.00
Loose Cash 5.00
Cemetery 165.00
TOTAL $3,187.00

Cemetery Offering omitted from 10-5 bulletin: $495.00
Special Offering: $50 by Sue Sherwin
During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.

Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, William Sabo, Nick & Marion Mamula, Edward
Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Rick Biega

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

NURSING HOMES/REHABILITATION CENTERS/ASSISTED LIVING
Betty Martin

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
19 Basil & Barbara Wahal (Anniversary)

21  Ruth Ondo

21  William & Ruth Ondo (Anniversary)

22  Leonard & Felicia Simko (Anniversary)

23 Nicholas & Lorraine Havrilla (Anniversary)

24  Mary Ann Seman

24 Steven & Joann Ostheim (Anniversary)

In person Attendance: Sarurday, October 11: 38; Sunday, October 12: 74
Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, October 11: 21; Sunday, October 12: 52

BASKET EXTRAVAGANZA

Sunday, November 16, 2025, 12-4 PM, Cathedral Center. There will be 30+
baskets, a variety of vendors, eat in Parmesan Crusted Chicken, Potato, Vegetable,
salad, roll and butter served at 1 PM, 50/50 raffle and more. Tickets must be purchased
in advance. For tickets, please call Diane at 412-303-6534. Your place for Christmas gift
ideas.

KOLACHE ORDERS

We are now accepting Kolache orders for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Deadline
to order Kolache for Thanksgiving is November 2, 2025; pick up is November 21 from 3—
5 PM. Deadline to order Kolache for Christmas is November 30, 2025; pick up is
December 12 from 3-5 PM. Order sheets are located in the vestibules of the church.
PLEASE NOTE: Kolache price will be $17.00 each.




CHORAL CONCERT

The Pittsburgh Byzantine Catholic Archeparchial Choir (PBCAC) invites you to a
celebration of Our Lady as they convene at St. Elias Church in Munhall to present a
concert of Marian Hymns on Sunday, October 19, 2025 at 2:00 pm.

SAINT NICHOLAS CHARITY EVENT

The Annual “St. Nicholas Celebration” benefitting the Byzantine Catholic
Seminary of Saints Cyril and Methodius at St. John Cathedral is Sunday, December 7,
2025. A Moleben will be celebrated at 3:30 PM in the Cathedral followed by a social hour
and dinner in the Center. Adults tickets are $45 and children (12 and under) are $20.
All families and parishioners are encouraged to attend. Please see Fr. Andrew for
more information. Deadline, to order tickets, is November 9, 2025.

“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” is restocked. We have quarts of Halushki & Wedding,
Chicken Noodle, Chicken Gnocchi, Stuffed Pepper, Stuffed Cabbage, Pasta Fagioli, Beef
Vegetable, Beef Barley, Broccoli Cheddar soups and Chili for $7. Stuffed Cabbage: Y2
dozen for $20 and 1 dozen for $36. Frozen Potato/Cheese, Kraut, Cottage Cheese,
Potato/Jalaperio, Levkar pirohi for $10 per dozen. If you would like to buy any please see
Patty Bovee, Diane Pochron or Fr. Andrew.

UPCOMING EVENTS

November 16 Basket Extravaganza
December 7 St. Nicholas Banquet-Seminary Benefit
December 14 Christmas Concert by East Winds Symphonic Band

GIFT CARDS AND LOTTERY TICKETS

If anyone is able to donate gift cards or lottery tickets for our raffle trees at the
Craft Show & Basket Extravaganza, please put them in an envelope in the collection
basket and mark it “Lottery Tree.” Thank you in advance for any help you may be able to
give.

STEELER TAILGATE PARTY

Sunday, November 23, 2025, 11:30 AM to end of Game. St. John Chrysostom
Church, 506 Saline Street. Adults - $15; Children (age 5-12) - $8 includes food and non-
alcoholic beverage. Additional Football Pools, Raffles and Basket Auctions. PRESALE
ONLY — NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR. If you are interested in
attending, please call John Niskach at 412.209.8397.




Attentive to the Y¢/ovd

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Corinthians 11:31 - 12:9
Luke 8: 5-15

It is unsettling for believers to hear God tell the prophet Isaiah: "Make this people's
heart fat; dull their ears and close their eyes, that seeing they may not see and hearing they
may not understand" (Isaiah 6, 9-10). It is even more shocking to find those same words
on the lips of Jesus as He explains why His teaching to the people assumes the form of
parables (Luke 8, 10). Why did Jesus reveal the "mysteries of the kingdom of God" to
everyone in plain words and not just to the Apostles?

Parables in the Bible teach by comparison; they explain spiritual truths in very
simple, concrete images. But Jesus' parables tend to have a puzzling element as well, and
it's precisely the puzzle that makes us stop, consider more carefully and arrive at a deeper
level of understanding. In most of Jesus' parables there is something that strikes us as not
quite right.

In the parable of the Sower, which we read on the 21st Sunday after Pentecost,
why does the sower scatter his precious seed so carelessly, on rocky and bare ground as
well as on good? Jesus "explains" the parable without explaining that oddity. We are still
forced to stop, to think to confront God revealing something to us in a manner that is not
immediately apparent.

Many find this a frustrating prospect. In this age of speed and convenience more
than ever, we want fast, easy answers. Simplicity is a quality we admire ... is it because
simple things don't challenge us? Again and again in the history of the Church, the attempt
to "simplify" the Faith has resulted in error and in heresy. The Trinity, the Incarnation, the
Sacraments, the virginal Motherhood of Mary ... none of those essentials are simple, nor
can they be simplified.

In his Epistle to the Galatians 2, 16-20 St. Paul argues against those who say that
keeping the Old Testament Law according to Jewish custom is all it takes to be saved.
That's a simple, attractive message: 613 commandments are all I need; no more, no less. In
our own time, we find fundamentalists who treat the Bible like a rule book or an user's



manual: name the issue, look it up in a Bible index and you'll have God's authoritative
answer in a verse or two.

In fact, salvation has' never been a simple matter, intellectually, morally or
practically. St. Paul teaches that we are saved by faith (Galatians 2, 16) and faith is always
a risk, a step beyond our own powers, an experience without boundaries or roadmaps. A
God simple enough to be entirely understood by His creatures would be no God at all.

"Salvation by faith" is another doctrine that has been oversimplified by the protestant
reformation which proclaimed "by faith alone" and thus ignored the inspired word of God
in the Epistle of St. James: "faith without words is dead" (2, 26). An excellent illustration
of what faith with works is can be found in the stirring 11th chapter of the Epistle to the
Hebrews, which we read on the Sundays before Christmas and on All Saints Sunday. For
each of the Old Testament heroines and heroes mentioned, faith involved a risk, struggles,
even suffering. Each of these holy people allowed God to lead them on a journey they
could neither predict nor control. By faith, each of them found the strength to do
something extraordinary. Like the seed sown in good ground in Jesus' parable, each of
them patiently endured and bore fruit.

God's entire process of revelation has been gradual and to some degree mysterious.
Even God's perfect self-disclosure of Himself in the Incarnation of His Son, Jesus Christ,
left room for people to choose. The Gospels make clear that many people saw and heard
Jesus, yet walked away unaffected, unaware that God was among them. Jesus' parables,
the entire Bible, the life of the Church and the personal journey to salvation that God
offers each of us are likewise ambiguous, complicated and full of new insights that we can
only discover gradually. Small mindedness and laziness may attempt to reduce faith to
simple statements and simple rules of conduct. Such an attempt can only stifle personal
growth, reduce love to law and replace truth with heretical half-truth.

Jesus' parable today makes clear that salvation is a process of growing, a journey in
faith along a path God chooses to reveal only step by step. As long as we remain open in
faith to follow where He leads and to bear fruit according to seeds He plants in us, we
need not fear falling into the category of those who "see but do not see ear but do not
understand.”

By Rev. John S Custer, SSL, STD



Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral 1s a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celebrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We¢ welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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