215t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST November 2, 2025
Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services
Saturday, November 1 5:00 PM +Richard Lesko by Anna Marie Wargo
Sunday, November 2 9:00 AM +Robert Myers by Michael & Diane Pochron

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 4 pages 141 - 142

Web Liturgy for Week of November 2 sponsored by
Mary Ann Danovich in memory of +Sister Alphonse & deceased of the Danovich Family

Sanctuary Candle 1s lit from November 2 - 15
In memory of +John & health & well-being of Joan Organiscak
by Nicholas & Lorraine Havrilla

ARCHANGEL MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS
Friday, November 7 6:30 PM +Sr. Dorothy, +Sr. Louise & +Sr. Regina
by Kathy Zavada

22" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, November 8 5:00 PM +Irene J. & +Clarence Hornak by Sandy Hornak
Sunday, November 9 9:00 AM +Carole Collins by Morelli Family

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,571.00
Maintenance Fund 479.00
Holy Day 25.00
Candles 73.00
Loose Cash 60.00
Cemetery 70.00
TOTAL $3,278.00

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara Seman,
Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang, Suzie (Wargo)
Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal, Paul Cherep,
Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Nick & Marion Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein,
Rick Biega

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
4 Michael Pcholinsky

6 John & Betsy Raget (Anniversary)

7  Matthew Bovee

In person Attendance: Saturday, October 25: 29; Sunday, October 26: 79

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, October 25: 23; Sunday, October 26: 50

Special Donations: In memory of +Elizabeth Martin: $50 by George Janocsko; $50 by
UPC Mercy Pre/Post Unit

HONORING OUR VETERANS AND MILITARY PERSONNEL

On Saturday and Sunday, November 8" and 9™ our Parish will honor in a special way
our Veterans and Military Personnel. This celebration will include prayerful supplications and
a blessing at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. If you served in the armed forces of our
country and are planning to attend this celebration, please notify the parish office. We ask that
you please submit to the parish office by Wednesday, November 5 the names of Veterans in
your families (deceased and living).

BASKET EXTRAVAGANZA

Sunday, November 16, 2025, 12-4 PM, Cathedral Center. There will be 30+ baskets, a
variety of vendors, eat in Parmesan Crusted Chicken, Potato, Vegetable, salad, roll and
butter served at 1 PM, 50/50 raffle and more. Tickets must be purchased in advance. For
tickets, please call Diane at 412-303-6534. Your place for Christmas gift ideas.

COFFEE & DONUT SOCIAL — NOVEMBER 2
Please join your parish family for a Coffee & Donut Social after the 9:00 AM Sunday
Divine Liturgy on November 2, 2025.

SARRIS’ CANDY ORDERS
Order forms for Sarris’ Candy are located in the vestibules of the church. Please
return order forms by November 16, 2025.




KOLACHE ORDERS

We are now accepting Kolache orders for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Deadline
to order Kolache for Thanksgiving is November 2, 2025; pick up is November 21 from 3—
5 PM. Deadline to order Kolache for Christmas is November 30, 2025; pick up is
December 12 from 3—5 PM. Order sheets are located in the vestibules of the church.
PLEASE NOTE: Kolache price will be $17.00 each.

SAINT NICHOLAS CHARITY EVENT

The Annual “St. Nicholas Celebration” benefitting the Byzantine Catholic
Seminary of Saints Cyril and Methodius ar St. John Cathedral is Sunday, December 7,
2025. A Moleben will be celebrated at 3:30 PM in the Cathedral followed by a social hour
and dinner in the Center. Adults tickets are $45 and children (12 and under) are $20.
All families and parishioners are encouraged to attend. Please see Fr. Andrew for
more information. Deadline, to order tickets, is November 9, 2025.

SEMINARY BENEFIT RAFFLE
In conjunction with the annual St. Nicholas Banquet, a raffle is being conducted
that benefits our Byzantine Catholic Seminary. Each ticket cost $10 and is based on the

PA Daily 3-digit Number. If you are interested in purchasing a ticket, please see Fr.
Andrew.

“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” is restocked. We have quarts of Halushki & Wedding,
Chicken Noodle, Chicken Gnocchi, Stuffed Pepper, Stuffed Cabbage, Pasta Fagioli, Beef
Vegetable, Beef Barley, Mushroom soups and Chili for $7. Stuffed Cabbage: %2 dozen for
$20 and 1 dozen for $36. Frozen Potato/Cheese, Kraut, Cottage Cheese,
Potato/Jalapeiio, Levkar pirohi for $10 per dozen. If you would like to buy any please see
Patty Bovee, Diane Pochron or Fr. Andrew.

UPCOMING EVENTS
December 14 Christmas Concert by East Winds Symphonic Band

STEELER TAILGATE PARTY

Sunday, November 23, 2025, 11:30 AM to end of Game. St. John Chrysostom
Church, 506 Saline Street. Adults - $15; Children (age 5-12) - $8 includes food and non-
alcoholic beverage. Additional Football Pools, Raffles and Basket Auctions. PRESALE
ONLY — NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR. If you are interested in
attending, please call John Niskach at 412.209.8397.




Attentive to the 4/ovd

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Galatians 2: 16-20
Luke 8: 26-39

“The entire population of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them
because they were seized with great fear. So He (Jesus) got into a boat and returned.”
(Luke 8:37)

This was the reaction of one locality to the presence of the Lord God in their midst.
Other towns and villages would ask, beg the Lord God to stay on for a few more days. The
others saw the divine healing power and His divine presence and they wanted more. Not
so in today’s reading of Our Lord’s experience with the inhabitants of the Gerasene
region.

Our Lord was an itinerant preacher, going from village to village, region to region,
preaching the good news of salvation through repentance for one’s sins and the
preparation for an eternal life with God in His Heavenly Kingdom. Often the Lord
instructed the crowds by means of parables, examples from ordinary living.

Today’s Gospel speaks of a healing, a cure of a demoniac, a man possessed by
demons. We are told that the demons were many, a legion. These demons, evil spirits, had
a terrible influence upon this poor man. The man for a long time “had not worn clothes; he
did not live in a house, but lived among the tombs.” (v. 27) The demon would shatter his
shackles and drive the possessed man into deserted places.

As the Lord had come ashore to territory of the Gerasenes, opposite the Galilee,
this possessed man had come out to meet Him. Our loving and compassionate Lord seeks
to make him whole, to cure him, to expel all the evil spirits that had caused the possessed
man great suffering. The demons are evil spirits and as such do not seek any goodness
upon that poor man nor upon any one of us. The demons desire that man fall into sin, give
into temptation and turn away from God.

Evil is a power to be reckoned with. One’s only stance is to be strong, stay on the
side of God and say no to temptation to sin and any wrongdoing. There is to be no
compromising with evil. For even if something is a little bad, it still is bad and not good.
Each and every one of us is beset by human weakness. We all may at times fall short of
the mark. But we are never to directly, knowingly and willingly do evil. Not even that
good may come of it.

That’s the teaching of the Communist Manifesto and Marxism — that the ends
justify the means. They say, one may do evil that good may come of it. The Christian
teaching is: Do good. Avoid evil. And at all times. That is the teaching of our holy faith



which we daily seek to put into practice. Ours is to be a “lived faith.” It’s not just words or
teaching we affirm, give our consent to. Rather it is our goal. Our outlook, our emphasis
and concentration is upon God and not oneself, upon the heavenly and eternal than the
earthly and temporal. We are to seek to be healthy, “whole” in body and soul.

Evil blurs our vision, our understanding of God. The demons who possessed that
poor man knew who Jesus was and called Him by the proper Messianic title: Jesus, Son of
the Most High God. But they wrongfully state that Jesus had come to torment them. Jesus
seeks not to torment nor to cause fear. But the reaction of both the demons and those of
the inhabitants of the Gerasene region was not correct, not proper.

Jesus had cured the man possessed by many demons by allowing the swine to enter
the herd of swine feeding on the hillside. This the demons themselves requested of Our
Lord. The result was devastating to the owners of the herd of swine. “The demons came
out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and was drowned.” (v.33)

The owners of the herd of swine rush to go report what had just happened to those
living in the town and throughout the countryside. The people then go out to see what had
happened. Wishing to meet Jesus, they also discover, see the man who was possessed by
demons now cured. The man is now fully dressed and in his right mind.

This then causes “great fear” among all those who lived in the region. (v. 37) The
people then wrongfully ask the Lord to depart, to leave them.” Our Lord then gets into a
boat and returns, departs from that region. The Lord God loves us dearly, even in times of
great rejection. The Lord allows them and us to choose of our own free will to accept or
reject him. But we shall all one day experience the consequences of our actions or lack of
action, be they good or bad. Now is the hour of salvation — to repent of sin, to express
sorrow for sin and promise by the grace of God to sin no more, to avoid even temptations,
the near occasions of sin.

Having experienced the healing power of the Physician of our souls and bodies
over us, may we, like the man cured of demon possession, go out and share the good news
of salvation with others. Share with those whom we meet the joy of being one with the
Lord.

By Rev. D. George Worschak

ETERNAL MEMORY

On October 29, 2025 +Sr. Valeria Evanyo, of the Sisters of St. Basil the Great,
Uniontown, passed from this life to the next during her 75 year of religious life. May she
rest in the bosom of Abraham, in the abode of the saints, where there is no pain, sorrow,
nor mourning. May the Lord God remember his departed servant +Sr. Valeria in His
Kingdom forever!




Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral is a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celebrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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