23" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST November 16, 2025

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services
Saturday, November 15 5:00 PM +John Organiscak by
MM Nicholas S. Havrilla & Family

Sunday, November 16  9:00 AM +Patricia Vereb McCreary by
Ernest & Mary Ann Varhola

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 6 pages 152 - 153

Web Liturgy for Week of November 16 sponsored by
Andrew & Laura Pushchak in memory of the Puschak Family, Erie, PA

Sanctuary Candle is lit from November 16 - 29
In memory of +Clifford & +Elizabeth Martin by Bob & Janet Druga & Family

ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS
Friday, November 21 9:00 AM +Dorothy Ducar by Alberta Leonzio
6:30 PM +George Sr., & +Kathleen Rumsey by Cathy & George

24" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Saturday, November 22 5:00 PM +Mary & +Stephen Sawczak by Mary Anne Rozanc
+Anthony Talarek by MM Nicholas S. Havrilla

Sunday, November 23 9:00 AM +Mark Cifrulak by Pete & Norma Kacsur

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,319.00
Maintenance Fund 592.00
Holy Day 712.00
Archdiocesan Charities 165.00
Candles 111.00
Loose Cash 35.00
TOTAL $3,934.00

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margic Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Nick & Marion Mamula, Edward
Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Rick Biega

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
9 Isla Belle Scott

16 Steven & Lorraine Dumblosky (Anniversary)

17 Joseph Perhach

17 Raymond Perhach

17 Betsy Raget

17 Lawrence & Ellen Krysinski (Anniversary)

18 Anna Marie Chekan

22 Barbara Gomolak

In person Attendance: Saturday, November 8: 43; Sunday, November 9: 92
Feast of Archangel Michael: 22

Live Stream Viewing:  Saturday, November 8: 23; Sunday, November 9: 50
Feast of Archangel Michael: 14

PHILIP’S FAST ALMSGIVING

This year for our Philip’s Fast Almsgiving we will be assisting our local Food
Bank and a personal care facility. We are seeking monetary donations that we will use to
make a donation to the Food Bank and to purchase the personal care items and gifts for the
residents of the personal care facility. Donation envelopes are available at each of the
entrances to the church. If you enclose a check, please make it payable to St. John
Cathedral.

Please return any donations no later than Sunday, December 7. Thank you in
advance for considering this as part of your Philip’s Fast Almsgiving to help these
families in need.

COFFEE & DONUT SOCIAL — NOVEMBER 23
Please join your parish family for a Coffee & Donut Social after the 9:00 AM
Sunday Divine Liturgy on November 23, 2025.




SARRIS’ CANDY ORDERS
Order forms for Sarris” Candy are located in the vestibules of the church. Please
return order forms by November 16, 2025.

KOLACHE ORDERS

We are now accepting Kolache orders for Christmas. Deadline to order Kolache
for Christmas is November 30, 2025; pick up is December 12 from 3-5 PM. Order sheets
are located in the vestibules of the church. PLEASE NOTE: Thanksgiving order pick
up is November 21 from 3-5 PM.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TICKETS

There are still a number of our Christmas Raffle tickets that have not been
returned. The first drawing will be determined on December 21, 2025. Please return your
ticket(s) by Sunday, December 14, 2025. Thank you for your continued support of your
parish.

SEMINARY BENEFIT RAFFLE

In conjunction with the annual St. Nicholas Banquet, a raffle is being conducted
that benefits our Byzantine Catholic Seminary. Each ticket cost $10 and is based on the
PA Daily 3-digit Number. If you are interested in purchasing a ticket, please see Fr.
Andrew.

“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” is restocked. We have quarts of Halushki & Wedding,
Chicken Noodle, Chicken Gnocchi, Stuffed Pepper, Stuffed Cabbage, Pasta Fagioli, Beef
Vegetable, Beef Barley,Mushroom soups and Chili for $7. Stuffed Cabbage: 2 dozen for
$20 and 1 dozen for $36. Frozen Potato/Cheese, Kraut, Cottage Cheese,
Potato/Jalapeiio, Levkar pirohi for $10 per dozen. If you would like to buy any please see
Patty Bovee, Diane Pochron or Fr. Andrew.

UPCOMING EVENTS
December 14 Christmas Concert by East Winds Symphonic Band

STEELER TAILGATE PARTY

Sunday, November 23, 2025, 11:30 AM to end of Game. St. John Chrysostom
Church, 506 Saline Street. Adults - $15; Children (age 5-12) - $8 includes food and non-
alcoholic beverage. Additional Football Pools, Raffles and Basket Auctions. PRESALE
ONLY - NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR. If you are interested in
attending, please call John Niskach at 412.209.8397.




AAttentive to the 4/ovd

Twenty-thivd Sunday after Pentecost
Ephesians 2: 4-10
Luke 10: 25-37

Luke contains the largest collection of Jesus' parables and those that have shaped the
Christian imagination throughout the centuries. News reports praise "Good Samaritans" who stop
to help someone in need; "Good Samaritan" hospitals dot our land, and there are even "Good
Samaritan" laws to protect a rescuer who has voluntarily helped a victim in distress from being
successfully sued for wrongdoing. But Luke's parable is rather of the "merciful Samaritan" (10:25-
37), and it enriches our lives in often surprising ways. When Jesus praises a "scholar in the law"
for quoting the command to love your neighbor as yourself, he responds, "Who is my neighbor?"
and Jesus answers with the parable. On a journey from Jerusalem to Jericho a man is robbed,
beaten, and left for dead. Lying there naked, the injured man is without signs of either nationality
or social status-both of which are indicated by clothing, especially in first-century Judea. He is
simply a person in need, and his need is his only claim. A priest and Levite come along, look at
him, and walk by on the other side of the road. Then a Samaritan appears, looks at him but has
compassion, stops, tends to his wounds, and brings him to an inn. Each of the travelers "sees"; the
Samaritan "sees and has compassion." Compassion is the bridge between simply looking on
injured and half-dead fellow human beings and entering their world with saving care. If the person
who stopped were a Jewish layperson the parable would be simply an exhortation to be a good
neighbor, but the real shock is that the hated Samaritan becomes the neighbor. Jesus then turns to
the questioner and asks "Who was the neighbor?" The questioner responds: "the one who showed
him mercy." Mercy, in the oft-quoted saying of James Keenan, is "the willingness to enter into the
chaos of another" (The Works of Mercy: The Heart of Catholicism, 2008). The parable begins
with the question, "Who is my neighbor?" and instead describes what it means to be neighbor, one
who enters the world of another moved by compassion, which here is found among those we
might call "outsiders.

FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE

The second great feast of the Theotokos is the celebration of her entrance as a child into
the Jerusalem Temple which is commemorated on the twenty-first of November. Like the feast of
her nativity, this feast of Mary is without direct biblical and historical reference. But like the
nativity, it is a feast filled with important spiritual significance for the Christian believer.

The texts of the service tells how Mary was brought as a small child to the temple by her
parents in order to be raised there among the virgins consecrated to the service of the Lord until
the time of their betroth-al in marriage. According to Church tradition, Mary was solemnly
received by the temple community which was headed by the priest Zacharias, the father of John
the Baptist. She was led to the holy place to be "nourished" there by the angels in order to become




herself the "holy of holies" of God, the living sanctuary and temple of the Divine child who was to
be born in her.

There is no doubt that the verses of the Old Testament Psalm 45, used extensively in the
services of the feast, provided a great inspiration for the celebration of Mary's consecration to the
service of God in the Jerusalem Temple.

Hear, O Daughter, and consider and incline your ear; forget your people and your
father's house, and the king will desire your beauty. Since he is your Lord, bow to him. ..

The princess is decked in her chamber with gold-woven robes, in many-colored robes she
is led to her king, with her virgin companions, her escort, in her train.

With joy and gladness they are led along, as they enter the palace of the king.

Instead of your fathers shall be your sons; you will make them princes in all the earth. I
will cause your name to be celebrated in all generations, therefore, the peoples will praise you
forever and ever. (Psalm 45:10-17)

The Church understands these words of the psalm to be a prophecy directly related to
Mary the Theotokos. According to the Gospel of Saint Luke which is read at the Vigil of each of
her feasts, Mary herself speaks the following words:

My soul magnifies the Lord and my Spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has regarded
the low estate of his handmaiden. For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed; for
he who is mighty has done great things for me and holy is his name. And his mercy is on those who
fear him from generation to generation. (Luke 1:47-50)

The main theme of the feast of Mary's entrance to the Temple, repeated many times in the
liturgical services, is the fact that she enters the Temple to become herself the living temple of
God, thus inaugurating the New Testament in which are fulfilled the prophecies of old that "the
dwelling of God is with man" and that the human person is the sole proper dwelling place of the
Divine Presence. (Ezekiel 37:27; John 14:15-23; Acts 7:47; II Corinthians 6:11; Ephesians 2:18-
22; 1 Peter 2:4; Revelation 22:1-4)

Today is the preview of the good will of God, of the preaching of the salvation of
mankind. The Virgin appears in the temple of God, in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. Let us
rejoice and sing to her: Rejoice, O Divine Fulfillment of the Creator's dispensation. (Troparion)

The most pure Temple of the Savior, the precious Chamber and Virgin, the Sacred
Treasure of the Glory of God, is presented today to the house of the Lord. She brings with her the
grace of the Spirit, which the angels of God do praise. Truly this woman is the Abode of Heaven!
(Kontakion)

Thus, the feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple is the feast which
celebrates the end of the physical temple in Jerusalem as the dwelling place of God. When the
child Mary enters the temple, the time of the temple comes to an end and the "preview of the good
will of God" is shown forth. On this feast we celebrate-in the person of Christ's mother-that we too
are the house and tabernacle of the Lord.

We are the temple of the living God, as God said, "I will live in them and move among
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people." (Il Corinthians 6:11; Isaiah 52:11)

By Fr. Thomas Hopko



Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral is a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit is called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celebrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.



	11-16-25 Bulletin-1
	11-16-25 Bulletin-2
	11-16-25 Bulletin-3
	11-16-25 Bulletin-4
	11-16-25 Bulletin-5
	11-16-25 Bulletin-6

