24" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST November 23, 2025

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services

Saturday, November 22 5:00 PM +Mary & +Stephen Sawczak by Mary Anne Rozanc
+Anthony Talarek by MM Nicholas S. Havrilla

Sunday, November 23  9:00 AM +Mark Cifrulak by Pete & Norma Kacsur
Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 7 pages 156 - 158

Web Liturgy for Week of November 23 sponsored by
Mary Ann Pesta

Sanctuary Candle is lit from November 16 - 29
In memory of +Clifford & +Elizabeth Martin by Bob & Janet Druga & Family

Wednesday, November 26, 6:30 PM  Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving for Parish Family
40" Day Remembrance +Elizabeth Martin by Mary Ellen Totin

25" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, November 29 5:00 PM +Christine (Totin) Colorito by Joseph M. Bilock
Sunday, November 30 9:00 AM +Paul & +Helen Macko Mihalco by Rebecca Mihalco

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,540.00
Maintenance Fund 484.00
Holy Day 210.00
Archdiocesan Charities 20.00
Candles 86.06
Loose Cash 152.00
TOTAL $3,492.06

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.




PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Nick & Marion Mamula, Edward
Salsgiver, Bob Stein

ltalicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
24  Karlee Scott

25 Andrew Glaid V

27 Mary Ann Fenner

27 Mary Gamrat

29  Richard Goda

29 David Sawczak

In person Attendance: Saturday, November 15: 44; Sunday, November 16: 62

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, November 15: 29; Sunday, November 16: 55

PHILIP’S FAST ALMSGIVING

This year for our Philip’s Fast Almsgiving we will be assisting our local Food
Bank and a personal care facility. We are seeking monetary donations that we will use to
make a donation to the Food Bank and to purchase the personal care items and gifts for the
residents of the personal care facility. Donation envelopes are available at each of the
entrances to the church. If you enclose a check, please make it payable to St. John
Cathedral.

Please return any donations no later than Sunday, December 7. Thank you in
advance for considering this as part of your Philip’s Fast Almsgiving to help these
families in need.

COFFEE & DONUT SOCIAL —- NOVEMBER 23
Please join your parish family for a Coffee & Donut Social after the 9:00 AM
Sunday Divine Liturgy on November 23, 2025.

Live Stream Donation: $25 by Leonard & Felicia Simko

Special Donation: $100 in memory of +Elizabeth Martin by Bob & Janet Druga &
Family




CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TICKETS

There are still a number of our Christmas Raffle tickets that have not been
returned. The first drawing will be determined on December 21, 2025. Please return your
ticket(s) by Sunday, December 14, 2025. Thank you for your continued support of your
parish.

SEMINARY BENEFIT RAFFLE

In conjunction with the annual St. Nicholas Banquet, a raffle is being conducted
that benefits our Byzantine Catholic Seminary. Each ticket cost $10 and is based on the
PA Daily 3-digit Number. If you are interested in purchasing a ticket, please see Fr.
Andrew.

“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” is restocked. We have quarts of Halushki & Wedding,
Chicken Noodle, Chicken Gnocchi, Stuffed Pepper, Stuffed Cabbage, Pasta Fagioli, Beef
Vegetable, Beef Barley, Mushroom soups and Chili for $7. Stuffed Cabbage: %2 dozen for
$20 and 1 dozen for $36. Frozen Potato/Cheese, Kraut, Cottage Cheese,
Potato/Jalapeiio, Levkar pirohi for $10 per dozen. If you would like to buy any please see
Patty Bovee, Diane Pochron or Fr. Andrew.

2026 DIVINE LITURGY AND SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTIONS
Divine Liturgy and Sanctuary Candle intentions are being accepted for 2026.
Please contact Judy for available dates.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Enjoy a free concert on Sunday, December 14, 2025 at 3:30 PM — 5:30 PM at
our Cathedral Center as presented by 7he East Winds Symphonic Band. Free Admission.
Light Refreshments provided. A free will offering will be welcomed.

PARISH CHRISTMAS BRUNCH
Our Parish will have its Christmas Brunch on Sunday, 21 December 2025
following the 9 AM Divine Liturgy. More details to follow.

VA PITTSBURGH DONATION WISH LIST

VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System depends on the goodwill of benefactors and
volunteers who wish to give something back to America's heroes, and they accept material
donations to provide enhanced services to Veterans receiving treatment at their facilities.
Personal Care Items: Body Wash, Denture Adhesive & Cleaner, Roll-on Deodorant,
Combs, Toothpaste, Tooth Brushes, Shaving Cream, shampoo & conditioner,
disinfectant wipes, hand sanitizer, tissues, reading glasses, gloves.




Attentive to the 4/ovd

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Ephesians 2:14-22
Luke 12:16-21

Where do you personally place your priorities? Are you pre-occupied with the
material necessities and goods of this world? Or do you seek to grow rich in the eyes of
the Lord God? By doing good deeds, keeping the Commandments, discerning the Holy
Will of God.

Why did the Lord God call the industrious and prosperous tiller of the earth “a
fool”? Having a plentiful harvest, the man becomes self-confident. He expresses an
attitude of self-sufficiency. No mention is made of the man showing gratitude to the Lord
for so being “blessed.” He thinks that he is set for life. The man also acts as if it was his
own doing. No mention is made by him of God nor any concern for the salvation of soul.
No one of us knows the hour and day when the Lord God will call us to Himself to stand
before Him in judgment.

The earthly goods acquired cannot be taken with us into eternity. That’s why the
Lord said: “the things (earthly goods) you have prepared, to whom will they belong.”
(v.20) Each of us must remain vigilant during our earthly stay. One day, one night, “your
life will be demanded of you.” So be prepared. Do the good that needs to be done in the
here and now, while on earth. For there is responsibility and accountability before the
Lord God.

King or commoner, rich man or poor man, all will stand before the Lord God and
He shall determine whether one will be worthy to enter the Kingdom of Heaven or not. If
one has not lived with the Lord God here on earth, how can one expect to live forever with
Him in Heaven. There is another life after this earthly life. It is the eternal life We all have
been created in the image and likeness of God. In the waters of Baptism, we have become
pure, as white as snow. We are inheritors of the Heavenly Kingdom, if we live according
to the Holy Will of God, follow the Commandments and have compassion to our brother
or sister in Christ who is need of help.

Perform acts of Love and Compassion, for they do more for the person in need
than mere words devoid of action. Our spiritual and corporal works of mercy will show
that we are not self-centered, selfish or self-seeking. Rather they will be expressions of
self-giving love, Christian charity. We are ready and willing to share the goods that the
Lord has blessed us. In so doing, we shall share a spirit of brotherhood. We shall hopefully
have a good impact on our community, our Church, the world. We are called to establish a
good foundation upon which future generations can continue to build and progress in



wisdom, knowledge, and peace as well as justice. Then will the spirit of Christ be in our
midst.
By Fr. D. George Worschak

THE ORIGINS OF THANKSGIVING DAY

I am convinced that most of the people of the United States do not know the origin
of our National Holiday and their obligations regarding it.

Like most good things in this country, our national holiday has degraded into a day
of nothing more than an excuse to indulge into the sin of "Gluttony," for the majority. A
few pious souls give themselves to the soul of the day - but Oh, so very few.

So, who can state how it came to be and what the true meaning might be.

Historically it dates back to Oct. 20, 1864 and the Thanksgiving Proclamation by
Abraham Lincoln. While it is also true that its roots go farther back to the early Pilgrims, it
was not a National practice until formulated by Abraham Lincoln.

Before giving any discussion about it, it would serve us all to review the
Proclamation itself. It follows below:

It has pleased Almighty God to prolong our national life another year, defending
us with His guardian care against unfriendly designs from abroad and vouchsafing to us in
His mercy many signal victories over the enemy, who is of our own household. It has also
pleased our Heavenly Father to favor as well our citizens in their homes as our soldiers in
their camps and our sailors on the rivers and seas with unusual health. He has largely
augmented our free population by emancipation and by immigration, while He has opened
to us new sources of wealth and has crowned the labor of our workingmen in every
department of industry with abundant rewards. Moreover, He has been pleased to animate
and inspire our minds and hearts with fortitude, courage, and resolution sufficient for the
great trial of civil war into which we have been brought by our adherence as a nation to
the cause of freedom and humanity, and to afford to us reasonable hopes of an ultimate
and happy deliverance from all dangers and afflictions:

“Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, do hereby
appoint and set apart the last Thursday in November next as a day which I desire to be
observed by all my fellow-citizens, wherever they may be, as a day of thanksgiving and
praise to Almighty God, the beneficent Creator and Ruler of the Universe. And I do
further recommend to my fellow-citizens aforesaid that on that occasion they do
reverently humble themselves in the dust and from thence offer up penitent and fervent
prayers and supplications to the Great Disposer of Events for a return of the inestimable
blessings of peace, union, and harmony throughout the land which it has pleased Him to
assign as a dwelling place for ourselves and for our posterity throughout all generations.




Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral is a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celcbrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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