25" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST November 30, 2025
Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services

Saturday, November 29 5:00 PM +Christine (Totin) Colorito by Joseph M. Bilock
Sunday, November 30  9:00 AM +Paul & +Helen Macko Mihalco by Rebecca Mihalco

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 8 pages 161 - 163

Web Liturgy for Week of November 30 sponsored by
Joseph & Susan Korinchak

Sanctuary Candle is lit from November 30 - December 13
Intentions of the Sowko & Thorwart Family

FEAST OF OUR HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS
Friday, December 5 6:30 PM +Mary Pavasko by Agnes Borsh

26" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, December 6  5:00 PM +Magdaline Ostheim by Family
Sunday, December 7 9:00 AM +Margaret Kostovney by Dolores Zoretich

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $3,418.00
Maintenance Fund 684.00
Holy Day 297.00
Flowers 15.00
Christmas 315.00
Archdiocesan Charities 25.00
Candles 93.00
Loose Cash 55.00
TOTAL $4,902.00

Live Stream: $25 by Leonard & Felicia Simko;
$100 by Marjorie, Paul, & Cheryl Simon (OH)

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara Seman,
Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang, Suzie (Wargo)
Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal, Paul Cherep,
Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Nick & Marion Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein,
Dave Scott

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
30  George M. Janocsko

In person Attendance: Entrance of the Theotokos: Morning: 28; Evening: 15
Saturday, November 22: 48; Sunday, November 23: 70

Live Stream Viewing:  Entrance of the Theotokos: Morning: 12; Evening: 12
Saturday, November 22: 253 Sunday, November 23: 47

PHILIP’S FAST ALMSGIVING

This year for our Philip’s Fast Almsgiving we will be assisting our local Food Bank
and a personal care facility. We are seeking monetary donations that we will use to make a
donation to the Food Bank and to purchase the personal care items and gifts for the residents
of the personal care facility. Donation envelopes are available at each of the entrances to the
church. If you enclose a check, please make it payable to St. John Cathedral.

Please return any donations no later than Sunday, December 7. Thank you in
advance for considering this as part of your Philip’s Fast Almsgiving to help these families in
need.

MYSTERY OF DIVINE FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION
- We cannot appreciate the gift of “God with us” unless we are receptive.
1@' Let us make every effort to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ by coming
( ¥ before Him and asking forgiveness of our sins. Confessions will be heard on
! N & Saturday, December 13 following the 5 PM Divine Liturgy and on Sunday,

December 14 following the 9 AM Divine Liturgy.
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CHURCH CLEANING

Saturday, 13 December 2025 has been set aside to give our church a good cleaning
before the Feast of the Nativity. The day will begin at 9 AM. We could use as many hands as
possible to clean all area in preparation for the Nativity. No matter what time or for how long
your help will be greatly appreciated.



KOLACHE ORDERS
TODAY is the deadline to order Kolache for Christmas; pick up is December 12
from 3-5 PM. Order sheets are located in the vestibules of the church.

COFFEE & DONUT SOCIAL — DECEMBER 7
Please join your parish family for a Coffee & Donut Social after the 9:00 AM Sunday
Divine Liturgy on December 7.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TICKETS

There are still a number of our Christmas Raffle tickets that have not been returned.
The first drawing will be determined on December 21, 2025. Please return your ticket(s) by
Sunday, December 14, 2025. Thank you for your continued support of your parish.

“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” is restocked. We have quarts of Halushki & Wedding,
Chicken Noodle, Chicken Gnocchi, Stuffed Cabbage, Pasta Fagioli, Beef Vegetable, Beef
Barley, Mushroom, Tomato Basil soups and Chili for $7. Stuffed Cabbage: %2 dozen for $20
and 1 dozen for $36. Frozen Potato/Cheese, Kraut, Cottage Cheese, Potato/Jalapeiio, Levkar
pirohi for $10 per dozen. If you would like to buy any please see Patty Bovee, Diane Pochron
or Fr. Andrew.

2026 DIVINE LITURGY AND SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTIONS
Divine Liturgy and Sanctuary Candle intentions are being accepted for 2026. Please
contact Judy for available dates.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Enjoy a free concert on Sunday, December 14, 2025 at 3:30 PM - 5:30 PM at our
Cathedral Center as presented by The East Winds Symphonic Band. Free Admission. Light
Refreshments provided. A free will offering will be welcomed.

PARISH CHRISTMAS BRUNCH
Our Parish will have its Christmas Brunch on Sunday, 21 December 2025 following
the 9 AM Divine Liturgy. More details to follow.

VA PITTSBURGH DONATION WISH LIST

VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System depends on the goodwill of benefactors and
volunteers who wish to give something back to America's heroes, and they accept material
donations to provide enhanced services to Veterans receiving treatment at their facilities.
Personal Care Items: Body Wash, Denture Adhesive & Cleaner, Roll-on Deodorant,
Combs, Toothpaste, Tooth Brushes, Shaving Cream, shampoo & conditioner, disinfectant
wipes, hand sanitizer, tissues, reading glasses, gloves.




AAttentive to the J4/ovd

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Ephesians 4: 1-6
Luke 13: 10-17

Is there anything that keeps you bound up or oppressed? Infirmity, whether
physical or spiritual, can befall us for a variety of reasons and God can use it for some
purpose that we do not understand. When Jesus encountered an elderly woman who
was spent of her strength and unable to stand upright, he gave her words of faith and
freedom and restored her to health. She must have suffered much, both physically and
spiritually for eighteen years, since Jesus remarked that Satan had bound her. How
can Satan do this? The scriptures indicate that Satan can act in the world with malice
and can cause injuries -- of a spiritual nature and, indirectly, even of a physical nature.
Satan's power, however, is not infinite. He cannot prevent the building up of God's
kingdom or reign in our lives. Jesus demonstrates the power of God's kingdom in
releasing those captive in bondage to Satan, sickness, and sin. It took only one word
from Jesus to release this woman instantly of her infirmity. Do you believe in the
power of Jesus to release you from affliction or oppression? The Jewish leaders were
indignant that Jesus would perform such a work on the Sabbath, the day of rest. They
were so caught up in their ritual observance of the Sabbath that they lost sight of God's
mercy. Jesus healed on the Sabbath because God does not rest from showing his mercy
and love, ever. God's word has power to change us, spiritually and physically. Is there
anything that keeps you bound up or that weighs you down? Let the Lord speak his
word to you and give you freedom.

"Lord, you grant freedom to those who trust in you. Give me freedom to walk
in your way of love and to praise and worship you always. Show me how I can bring
your mercy and healing love to those in need around me."

OUR HOLY FATHER AND WONDERWORKER NICHOLAS

The Eastern Churches have a special love and devotion to Saint Nicholas. This
love has been enhanced by the liturgical cult that has grown around the virtuous life of
Nicholas, who was to be Bishop of Myra in Lycia. Saint Nicholas was born in Patara-
Lycia, Asia Minor, in the latter part of the third century. He was raised in a good
Christian home by his parents, Theophanus and Nina.

Nicholas, blessed with a good memory, loved to read the Holy Scriptures and
sing in Church. His uncle, who was the Bishop of Patara, realized that Nicholas was




leading a holy life and had sufficient learning to become a priest. His parents agreed
and Nicholas was ordained a priest at age 21. He led a simple life as a priest devoted to
God in service to the poor and needy. When his parents died, he inherited their
property, which he sold to help the poor. His charity and service to those in need are
undoubtedly the virtue by which he is known to us.

Many legends and miracles have been attributed to Saint Nicholas. Each of
them personifies him as a "model of faith and an example of virtue."

One legend tells that the father of a destitute Christian family decided to sell his
daughters into slavery. When Nicholas heard of this, he secretly threw some money
into the house. He did the same for all three daughters. When the father discovered that
Nicholas was the benefactor, in compliance with his wishes, he promised not to reveal
Nicholas' name. Most of Saint Nicholas' great works of charity were done in secret. He
firmly believed in the Gospel command: "Be on guard against performing religious
acts for people to see. Otherwise expect no recompense from your heavenly Father,"
(Mt. 6:1).

After a brief time in monastic life in the Holy Land, Nicholas returned to Myra
at the time the bishop of this city died. A council was held but they could not agree on
a candidate to be the next bishop. One bishop was told in a dream to stand at the doors
of the church and select the first man who entered and make him the bishop. At Matins
the next day, Nicholas was the first to come into the church. Nicholas, being a man of
great humility really wanted to refuse the appointment as bishop. There is a tradition
that says Nicholas was so troubled in spirit about accepting the episcopacy that he only
gave full consent on the day before his episcopal ordination, after having a dream. In
this dream Nicholas saw Jesus Christ handing him a Gospel Book and the Mother of
God holding a bishop's omophorion. Many popular icons of Saint Nicholas have Christ
and the Mother of God pictured on each side of Nicholas depicting this dream.

Bishop Nicholas was a model of Christian living and leadership. He eagerly
fulfilled his tasks as preacher, defender of the faith and provider of the poor. Saint
Nicholas did not have an easy life as a bishop. Though he and his flock were
persecuted Nicholas brought courage and spiritual comfort to his people.

Many more miracles and legends have come to us showing Saint Nicholas'
great mercy, uprightness and service to those in need. Nicholas lived to an old age and
died on December 6th, 342 or 345. We pray with our Church to follow his lifestyle and
gain "greatness through humility and wealth through poverty." O Holy Father
Nicholas, pray to God for us!

By Archpriest Michael Hayduk



Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral is a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit is called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.
Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,

supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celebrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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