SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS December 14, 2026
Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services
Saturday, December 13 5:00 PM +Stephen & +Helen Havrilla by
M/M Nicholas S. Havrilla & Family
Health & well-being of Brooks Hornak by Sandy Hornak

Sunday, December 14  9:00 AM Birthday Blessings for Nicholas Sowko & Sr. Elaine
Kisinko by Sowko Family

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 2 pages 130 & pages 281 - 283

Web Liturgy for Week of December 14 sponsored by
Joseph & Lori (Urban) Lyons in memory of +John J. & Elsie H. Urban
& +Joseph & +Betty Lyons

Sanctuary Candle is lit from December 14 - 27
In memory of +Andrew Borsh by Agnes Borsh

SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS - OF THE ANCESTORS

Saturday, December 20 5:00 PM +Andy Porvaznik by Drew Porvaznik
Commemorating the 100™ Birthday of +Elsie Urban by Sam & Marilyn Manfredi

Sunday, December 21 ~ 9:00 AM +Leonard Stagon by Ernest & Mary Ann Varhola

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $3,699.00
Maintenance Fund 1,004.00
Holy Day 1,022.00
Flowers 170.00
Christmas 200.00
Candles 103.00
Loose Cash 100.00
TOTAL $6,298.00

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Nick & Marion Mamula, Edward
Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Fr. Eugene Yackanich

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
14 Samuel Cannon

15 Patricia Evans

16 Sr. Elaine

16 Nicholas Sowko

20 Claire Hildenbrand

In person Attendance: Feast of our Holy Father Nicholas: 33
Saturday, December 6: 49; Sunday, December 7: 70

Live Stream Viewing: Feast of our Holy Father Nicholas: 19
Saturday, December 6: 295 Sunday, December 7. 40

Schedule of Divine Services for the

Feast of the Nativity
Wednesday, December 24 — Vigil, Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord
9:00 AM Royal Hours
7:30 PM Compline with Carols
8:00 PM Divine Liturgy

Thursday, December 25 — Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Friday, December 26 — Commemorating the Theotokos and Joseph

6:30 PM Divine Liturgy




MYSTERY OF DIVINE FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION

We cannot appreciate the gift of “God with us” unless we are receptive.
Let us make every effort to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ by
coming before Him and asking forgiveness of our sins. Confessions will be
heard on Saturday, December 13 following the 5 PM Divine Liturgy and on
Sunday, December 14 following the 9 AM Divine Liturgy.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Enjoy a free concert on Sunday, December 14, 2025 at 3:30 PM — 5:30 PM at
our Cathedral Center as presented by 7he East Winds Symphonic Band. Free Admission.
Light Refreshments provided. A free will offering will be welcomed.

PARISH CHRISTMAS BRUNCH

Our Parish will have its Christmas Brunch on Sunday, 21 December 2025
following the 9 AM Divine Liturgy. This year we are asking a donation of $5 per adult.
There are envelopes in the vestibules of the church. Please return the envelopes by
TODAY so that the count can be given to the caterer.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE TICKETS

There are still a number of our Christmas Raffle tickets that have not been
returned. The first drawing will be determined on December 21, 2025. Please return your
ticket(s) by Sunday, December 14, 2025. Thank you for your continued support of your
parish.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS

The Archieparchial Choir invites all to share the spirit and joy of the Holy Nativity
of our Lord on Sunday, December 21, 2025 at 2:00 PM at St. Elias Church, Munhall. A
hospitality reception will follow. All are welcome.

“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” is restocked. We have quarts of Halushki & Wedding,
Chicken Noodle, Chicken Gnocchi, Stuffed Cabbage, Pasta Fagioli, Beef Vegetable, Beef
Barley, Mushroom, Tomato Basil soups and Chili for $7. Stuffed Cabbage: %2 dozen for
$20 and 1 dozen for $36. Frozen Potato/Cheese, Kraut, Cottage Cheese,
Potato/Jalapeiio, Levkar pirohi for $10 per dozen. If you would like to buy any please see
Patty Bovee, Diane Pochron or Fr. Andrew.




Attentive to the Y4/ovd

Sunday of the ‘Forefathers
Col 3:4-11
Luke 14:16-24

This familiar parable is read in the Church each year just two Sundays
before the feast of our Lord’s Nativity. In it we are reminded of the great care with
which God prepared the way of His incarnation. All of the Law and the Prophets
look forward to this moment, the moment when the God/man Jesus Christ comes
into the world. He 1s, in fact, the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets — the goal
towards which they were all aiming. The whole world was prepared by them for
this great event. As the parable tells us the King — that is God — has prepared a great
feast for us and has invited us to come and enter into the joy that He has prepared
for us.

In the parable however, there were some who refused this invitation,
considering their own affairs to be more important or more desirable than the feast
of the King. Although God had chosen them, they did not choose God. Is this not
like our first parents Adam and Eve. God had created them so that they might live
in His love and in complete harmony with Him. But they chose to follow their own
will and not to enter into the joy that God had prepared for them. They too were
chosen by God but they did not choose God and so were cast out of paradise. But
our Creator, not willing to abandon His creation, prepared a way that we might
return to Him. This preparation covered centuries and millennia of time; it was
defined by the law and prophets; it was lived out time and time again in the history
of God’s chosen people, the children of Abraham until finally the Way was ready
to be revealed in its fullness. The Way that God prepared for us to return to Him is

in fact the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself taking human flesh and becoming



incarnate. Just as through Adam all men fell into sin and corruption and death, now
through Jesus Christ all men were invited to rise out of that condemnation and live
again according to the love and grace of God. The Way back to the Kingdom of
God had been restored. We had again been chosen by God. But some refused this
second choosing, instead choosing to follow their own desires.

Even so, our God, in His great love for us, holds the door open to all
mankind that we might enter into this great feast that He has prepared for us. He
calls us into His Kingdom even though we are poor and beggars, bringing nothing
of our own to Him other than ourselves. He goes into the highways and searches
out even those who did not know Him so that they might come and share in His
joy. The invitations have been sent out, the doors are thrown open and we are
invited to the feast of God’s provision for our salvation. No matter who we are, no
matter from whence we come, the doors to the Kingdom of God are open to us. We
are called to set aside our own desires, our own will our own worldly pleasures and
instead enter into the Life of the Holy Trinity, conforming our will to the will of
Christ, reaping the joys and pleasures of the Kingdom of God in exchange for those
of the world. We are called to come to Him.

Today we begin in earnest to move toward the feast of the birth of the
God/man Jesus Christ. Today we are called to see the great preparation that has
gone into this event, to marvel and the love and care of God for us that He would
labor so long and with such great care for us. Today we look back at the whole of
the history of the people of God and see that it is the history of God’s preparation
all leading to the moment when He would take flesh, become incarnate and enter
the world as a child. Today you have been given an invitation to come and join the
feast, to abandon the world and enter the Kingdom of God, to leave your own life
and receive instead the Life of Christ. Today you have been chosen by God — will

you then choose Him?



Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral 1s a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celcbrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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