SUNDAY OF THE OINTMENT BEARERS April 19, 2026
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Schedule of Divine Services

Saturday, April 18 5:00 PM +Ron Smoley by Anna Marie Wargo
Sunday, April 19  9:00 AM Health & well-being of Robert & Michael Zavada
by Kathleen Zavada

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Pages 177 - 180
Web Liturgy for Week of April 19 is sponsored by
Dr. Victor R. Haburchak, Jr.,
In memory of the +Nicholas & + Frances (Flynn) Schmitt Family

Sanctuary Candle is lit from April 19 - May 2
+George & +Catherine Onoffrey by Joe Onoffrey

FEAST OF THE GREAT MARTYR GEORGE
Thursday, April 23 9:00 AM +Metropolitan Judson (25" Anniversary)

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC MAN
Saturday, April 25 5:00 PM +Donald Bajus by Mary Lou Bajus
Sunday, April 26  9:00 AM Health & well-being of the Sowko & Thorwart Families

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $1,884.00
Maintenance Fund 579.00
Holy Day 80.00
Easter 1,455.00
Candles 145.00
Loose Cash 45.00
TOTAL $4,188.00

Special Easter Donation: $500 by Kathleen Zavada

Special Cemetery Donation: $100 by Donna Tomasic




PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS

AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara Seman,
Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang, Suzie (Wargo)
Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal, Paul Cherep,
Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave
Scott, Barbara Sowko, George Janocsko, Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko, Bernadette
Thorwart, Carter Pierce, Michele Morgan

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
19 Michael G Semego

20  Marsha Hrabik

21 Barbara Hrapchak

In person Attendance: Sarurday, April 11: 42; Sunday, April 12: 67

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, April 11: 25, Sunday, April 12: 49

SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS LECTURE

The 26™ Annual Saints Cyril & Methodius Lecture will be presented online, via the
Seminary website at www.bcs.edu on Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 PM. Paul Robert Magocsi,
PhD., is this year's esteemed lecturer. In honor of the 380" Anniversary of the Union of
Uzhorod, he has selected as his topic: "Purists, Assimilators, and Adaptors: The Genius of the
Greek Catholic Eparchy of Mukachevo." The lecture can be accessed live or at a later time
from archives on the B.C.S. YouTube channel.

EASTER BASKET OF CASH RAFFLE THANK YOU

Thank you to all who bought and/or sold tickets for our Easter Raffle. Every ticket
was sold and it was a success. Congratulations to our winners: Bob Wargo was the grand
prize winner. The other winners included Sue Borowski, Joan Bridges, Christine Munsie,
Kristine Janocsko, Steve & Janine Tima, Rick Bandik and Shawn & Meg Condon.

COFFEE AND DONUT SOCIAL - APRIL 19
Please join your parish family for a Coffee & Donut Social after the 9:00 AM Sunday
Divine Liturgy on April 19.

CRAFT SHOW

Our Spring Craft Show will be held on Saturday, April 25, 2026 from 10 AM — 3 PM.
There will over 30 crafter/vendors. We will be selling our ethnic food (eat in or take out) as
well as our kolache and other baked goods. If you are able and willing to help, please let Fr.
Andrew know.




JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA

This Sunday also we remember in the Church Joseph of Arimathea, the wise
counselor, the noble Joseph, who, according to St. John’s gospel, with Nicodemus, anointed the
body of Jesus for burial. According to the gospels it was Joseph who took the body down from
the tree, asked Pilate for permission to do that, so that, according to the Jewish law, the body
would not hang upon the tree of the cross; that was considered to be unacceptable on the
sabbath, and that sabbath was a great day. So it’s Joseph with Nicodemus, the very one who
came to him by night, according to St. John’s gospel, who took the Lord’s body from the tree,
wrapped it in fine linens and with spices—a lot of spices, it says in St. John’s gospel, huge
amounts—buried, put Jesus into the sepulcher.

And the teaching is even that Joseph put Jesus into his own new sepulcher that was
nearby and had never been used before. Some of the holy Fathers and interpreters see this
particular act as the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, when Isaiah speaks about the Suffering
Servant, the man of sorrows, who was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and who bore our griefs
and our infirmities and suffered for our transgressions, that it says, “with a rich man in his
death,” and that rich man is considered to be Joseph of Arimathea, who was a wealthy man,
obviously. He had money to get this ointment, and he had this nice, new tomb nearby. But he is
the one who, in tears, in turn, puts Jesus into the sepulcher. Then the soldiers come and seal the
tomb and set a watch, according to the gospels.

“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” is restocked. We have quarts of Halushki & Stuffed
Cabbage, Wedding, Chicken Noodle, Chicken Gnocchi, Stuffed Pepper, Pasta Fagioli, Beef
Vegetable, Beef Barley, Spinach Orzo, Potato Green Bean, Vegetarian Vegetable, Mushroom
soups and Chili for $7. Seafood Creole for $16/quart. Bold denotes meatless. Frozen
Potato/Cheese, Kraut, Cottage Cheese, Lekvar, pirohi for $10 per dozen. If you would like to
buy any please see Patty Bovee, Diane Pochron or Fr. Andrew.

SPRING ARTS & CRAFTS VENDOR EVENT

Saturday, May 2, 2026 from 9 AM - 3 PM. St. Pius X Byzantine Catholic Church,
2336 Brownsville Road, Pittsbugh 15210. Refreshments and Baked Goods will be available for
purchase.

RUMMAGE SALE ITEMS
We will be holding another Rummage Sale on May 29 & 30, 2026. Please put aside
any items you no longer want or need for our rummage sale.
As in the past, we cannot accept TV’s, computers, shoes and clothes. Small boxes may
be left in the church vestibules. Please consider also helping to mark and sell the items in May.
Thanks for your donations.




Attentive to the Yq4/ovd

Sunday of the Ointment-Bearers
Acts 6: 1-7
Mark 15:43-16:8

Today we commemorate the Holy Myrrhbearers, those faithful women who
followed Christ even to the tomb, and in doing so, were found worthy to be the first to
receive the news of His resurrection. The Gospel reading from St. Mark takes us into that
sacred and decisive moment: “Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they
came to the tomb when the sun had risen... But when they looked up, they saw that the
stone had been rolled away... And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a
long white robe... and he said to them, ‘You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He
is risen! He is not here.”” (Mark 16:2—-6)

These holy women—Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome,
along with others named in the other Gospels—were driven by love, devotion, and a
courage that outshone even that of the disciples who had fled in fear. St. Gregory Palamas
writes: “The women showed greater courage than the disciples... they did not abandon
Christ even in death. Therefore, they were counted worthy to be the first to behold the
Resurrection.” (Homily on the Myrrhbearers)

Their love was not abstract; it was concrete. While the male disciples hid behind
locked doors, the Myrrhbearers prepared spices and came to anoint the body of their Lord,
fully expecting to find a corpse. This was not theological speculation—it was a love that
acted, even in the face of hopelessness. Their love bore fruit. As St. John Chrysostom
reminds us: “They came to pour out myrrh on His body, but instead received joy and
gladness from the angel and became apostles to the Apostles.” (Homily on Matthew)

Here we see a great mystery: the faithful love of the Myrrhbearers was rewarded
not only with the vision of the empty tomb, but with the honor of being the first heralds of
the Resurrection. Their love prepared them to receive revelation. What does this mean for
us today?

Each of us is called to become a Myrrhbearer—to bring the sweet fragrance of
Christ's mercy into a world that stinks of death, violence, despair, and sin. St. Nikolai
Velimirovich says: “The myrrh-bearing women brought physical myrrh, but Christ gives us



spiritual myrrh to bring into the world: the fragrance of holiness, prayer, humility, and
compassion.”

In our own time, the tomb may take many forms: a hospital room, a prison cell, a
forgotten soul weighed down by depression or addiction. When we approach these "tombs"
not with judgment, but with love—when we offer spiritual myrrh—then we too draw near
to the Risen Lord.

Let us, beloved, become Myrrhbearers. Let us carry in our hearts the myrrh of
compassion, the fragrance of hope, and the oil of mercy. Let us draw near even when the
world seems lost in death and despair. For it is precisely there, at the tomb, that we meet
the Risen Lord. Christ is Risen!

HOLY GREAT MARTYR GEORGE

This renowned and glorious martyr was born in Cappadocia, the son of rich and
God-fearing parents. His father suffered for Christ, after which his mother moved to
Palestine. When George grew up, he went into the army, in which he rose, by the age of
twenty, to the rank of tribune, and as such was in service under the Emperor Diocletian.
When this Emperor began a terrible persecution of Christians, George came before him and
boldly confessed that he was a Christian. The Emperor threw him into prison, and
commanded that his feet be put in the stocks and a heavy weight placed on his chest. After
that, he commanded that he be bound on a wheel, under which was a board with great nails
protruding, and thus be turned. He then had him buried in a pit with only his head above
the ground, and left there for three days and nights. Then, through some magician, he gave
him deadly poison, but in the face of all these tortures, George prayed unceasingly to God,
and God healed him instantly and saved him from death, to the great amazement of the
people. When he also raised a dead man to life by his prayers, many embraced the
Christian faith. Among these were the Emperor's wife, Alexandra, and the chief pagan
priest, Athanasius, the governor Glycerius and Valerius, Donatus and Therinus. Finally, the
Emperor commanded that George and the Empress Alexandra be beheaded. Blessed
Alexandra died on the scaffold before being killed, and St George was beheaded. This
happened in the year 303. The miracles that have been performed at his grave are without
number. Also are his appearances in dreams to those who, thinking on him, have sought his
help, from that time up to the present day. Consumed by love for Christ, it was not difficult
for holy George to leave all for this love - his status, wealth and imperial favor, his friends
and the whole world. For this love, the Lord rewarded him with a wreath of unfading glory
in heaven and on earth, and with eternal life in His Kingdom. The Lord further endowed
him with the power to help in need and distress all who honor him and call on his name.




Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral is a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celcbrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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