SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC MAN April 26, 2026
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Schedule of Divine Services

Saturday, April 25 5:00 PM +Donald Bajus by Mary Lou Bajus
Sunday, April 26  9:00 AM Health & well-being of the Sowko & Thorwart Families

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Pages 181 - 183

Web Liturgy for Week of April 26 is sponsored by
Helen Firment

Sanctuary Candle 1is lit from April 19 - May 2
+George & +Catherine Onoffrey by Joe Onoffrey

MID-PENTECOST
Wednesday, April 29 6:30 PM Intention of Parish Family
with 5™ All Souls Remembrance

SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
Saturday, May 2 5:00 PM +Bernard Zadrowski by Josephine Zadrowski

+Deacon William Frederick by the “Lite Lunch Crew”
Sunday, May 3  9:00 AM +Carole Collins by Pochron & Hilla Family

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $8,684.00
Maintenance Fund 589.00
Holy Day 147.00
Easter 830.00
Candles 90.00
Loose Cash 20.00
TOTAL $10,360.00

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Nancy Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion
Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Barbara Sowko, George Janocsko,
Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko, Bernadette Thorwart, Carter Pierce, Michele Morgan
Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

APRIL/MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
27  Marjorie Glaid

28 Gerald & Judith Rihn (Anniversary)

28 Michael A. & Carol Suray (Anniversary)

1 Patricia Goda

In person Attendance: Saturday, April 18: 33; Sunday, April 19: 83
Feast of the Great Martyr George: 15

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, April 18: 21; Sunday, April 19: 52
Feast of the Great Martyr George: 9

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COMPLIANCE

ALL volunteers must meet Archeparchial, State and Federal requirements (safe
environment training, State Police and Child Abuse clearances) in order to help in any
capacity at our church activities and events! Every parish is required to submit a list of our
volunteers to our Archeparchial Safe Environment Coordinator, Heather Hatfield. You
will be contacted by Heather informing you what clearances that you need to obtain. For

more information or assistance in obtaining the proper clearances, please contact Fr.
Andrew.

SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS LECTURE

The 26™ Annual Saints Cyril & Methodius Lecture will be presented online, via
the Seminary website at www.bcs.edu on Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 PM. Paul Robert
Magocsi, PhD., is this year's esteemed lecturer. In honor of the 380" Anniversary of the
Union of Uzhorod, he has selected as his topic: "Purists, Assimilators, and Adaptors: The
Genius of the Greek Catholic Eparchy of Mukachevo." The lecture can be accessed live
or at a later time from archives on the B.C.S. YouTube channel.




“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” is restocked. We have quarts of Halushki & Stuffed
Cabbage, Wedding, Chicken Noodle, Chicken Gnocchi, Stuffed Pepper, Pasta Fagioli, Beef
Vegetable, Beef Barley, Spinach Orzo, Potato Green Bean, Vegetarian Vegetable, Mushroom
soups and Chili for $7. Seafood Creole for $16/quart. Bold denotes meatless. Frozen
Potato/Cheese, Kraut, Cottage Cheese, Lekvar, pirohi for $10 per dozen. If you would like to
buy any please see Patty Bovee, Diane Pochron or Fr. Andrew.

GAME NIGHT AT THE CARNEGIE

Join the ‘Friends of the Carnegie’ for the 5th Annual ‘Game Night at the Carnegie’
benefit — an unforgettable evening of interactive game show entertainment, comedy, prizes,
and community celebration inside the historic Carnegie Library of Homestead Music Hall and
Library! Saturday, May 9, 2026. For more information and/or tickets, wvisit
www.LibraryMusicHall.com

SPRING ARTS & CRAFTS VENDOR EVENT

Saturday, May 2, 2026 from 9 AM - 3 PM. St. Pius X Byzantine Catholic Church,
2336 Brownsville Road, Pittsbugh 15210. Refreshments and Baked Goods will be available for
purchase.

RUMMAGE SALE ITEMS
We will be holding another Rummage Sale on May 29 & 30, 2026. Please put aside
any items you no longer want or need for our rummage sale.
As in the past, we cannot accept TV’s, computers, shoes and clothes. Small boxes may
be left in the church vestibules. Please consider also helping to mark and sell the items in May.
Thanks for your donations.

THE TAMBURITZANS

Celebrate the grand finale of the 89th season with The Tamburitzans on May 16, 2026
at The Pittsburgh Playhouse at 7pm. For nearly nine decades, this internationally acclaimed
group has thrilled audiences with an electrifying blend of music, dance, and storytelling drawn
from cultures across the globe.

In one unforgettable evening, more than two dozen talented student performers
transport audiences through the rhythms, costumes, and traditions of Eastern and Western
Europe and beyond. With dazzling choreography, live music, and breathtaking costumes, the
show delivers the energy of a concert, the spectacle of a dance production, and the beauty of
world culture - making it a perfect night out whether you’re a longtime fan or discovering The
Tamburitzans for the first time.

Join us as we close our 89th season with a vibrant celebration of music, movement,
and global heritage. For tickets follow the link:
https://playhouse.culturaldistrict.org/production/105733/performance/105733/seat_selection




Attentive to the Y4/ovd

Sunday of the Paralytic Man
Acts 9: 32-42
John 5: 1-15

There are six Sundays in the forty day celebration of the Resurrection
(corresponding to the forty days until the Ascension as recorded in the Gospel of Luke).
The first three Sundays have a gospel of the Resurrection and the second three a gospel
with a baptismal theme. In our day the baptismal theme of the Feast of Pascha has been
eclipsed, probably because, more sadly, the Church no longer is growing (except maybe a
little) by adult baptisms. At the Paschal Vigil, however, we heard the connection: “Or are
you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We
were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life. (Romans
6:3-4)”

This Sunday, we see this is the story of the Paralytic Man. Maybe we can retitle it:
the Sunday of the Friendless Lame Man. He was without friends, paralyzed for thirty-eight
years and unable to get into the pool when the angel touched the waters. However, he finds
a friend in our Lord, who asks, “Do you want to be well?” This gospel affirms the
sacramental mystery of baptism: it is not the water touched by an angel that cures the man,
but the ultimate power of healing comes from the Lord, in the waters of baptism touched
by the Holy Spirit sent by the Lord. The Gospel of John is truly a proclamation of the Son
of God who sends the Spirit. It also affirms the meaning of baptism, which is the rejection
of evil and the commitment to Christ. “Do you want to be well?” Jesus asks, and then the
healed man proclaims Jesus as his Healer. Some of the liturgical meaning is lost in some
modern Bibles who relegate verse 4 about the angel touching the water to a footnote.

Most of us were baptized as babies. We were not friendless, for we were brought
to the baptismal font by loving parents and godparents. We are like the Paralytic in one
way, just as he did not know who healed him, we also did not know Christ, but we had to
be taught as we grew up in the grace of God. As adults, we often do not know that Jesus is



working in our lives. We often do not realize how he blesses us. Like the Paralytic we all
have to come to that knowledge so that we too can profess who heals us.

“O Christ, cure my soul as you once cured the paralytic man, for it is under the
influence of evil and sin. Guide me that [ may walk in your paths.” (Ode 5, Matins)

“From time to time an angel of the Lord came to stir up the waters of the pool of
the Sheepgate. One man recovered his health, but now an infinite number are saved by
Christ through baptism.” (Ode 4, Matins)

By Archpriest David M. Petras

MID-PENTECOST
The feast of Mid-Pentecost comes on the twenty-fifth day of the Pentecostarion,

the fifty day period from Pascha, the Day of Resurrection to Pentecost, the Day of the
Descent of the Holy Spirit, a Theophany of the Trinity. This liturgical period is more
ancient than the forty day Fast before Pascha. Mid-Pentecost, however, is more than a
mathematical indicator of a passage of time. It is really the revelation and manifestation of
the reality that Pascha and Pentecost are truly on feast, “God with us.” Our Lord promised
his apostle in the Last Discourse, “I tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go. For if I
do not go, the Advocate will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you ... when he
comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth. He will not speak on his own, but
he will speak what he hears, and will declare to you the things that are coming. (John
16:7.13)” And again, our Lord promised, “Behold, I am with you always, until the end of
the age . (Matthew 28:20).” And again, our Lord taught, “And behold, I am sending the
promise of my Father upon you; but stay in the city until you are clothed with power from
on high. (Luke 24:39)” Mid-Pentecost is the celebration of a new reality, that the Lord has
not left us orphans, that God is now closer to us than ever before. It is a eucharistic feast of
the presence of God. All of this is God’s wisdom, and so the icon is of our Lord teaching in
the Temple as a young boy, revealing the wisdom of God to the elders. We sing in joy
today: “The midpoint of the feast has arrived; the days which begin with the Resurrection
of the Savior and are fulfilled in the divine Feast of Pentecost. Truly it unites both feasts
and draws from their double brightness, giving honor to the ascension of the Lord, which
prefigures our glory.”

By Archpriest David M. Petras



Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral is a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celcbrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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