THOMAS SUNDAY April 12, 2026
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Schedule of Divine Services
Saturday, April 11 5:00 PM +Joseph & +Melissa Organiscak by
MM Nicholas S. Havrilla & Family
40™ Remembrance of +Valerie Valko
Sunday, April 12 9:00 AM +Anna Contenta & +Sarah & +Nick Galzerano
by Chekan Family
+Marguerite Seigler by Staci & Ron Szybowicz & Jack Varhola

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Pages 175 - 177

Web Liturgy for Week of April 12 is sponsored by
Michael & Jodi Polczynski

Sanctuary Candle is lit from April 5 - April 18
+Anna M. Borsh by Agnes Borsh

SUNDAY OF THE OINTMENT BEARERS
Saturday, April 18 5:00 PM +Ron Smoley by Anna Marie Wargo
Sunday, April 19  9:00 AM Health & well-being of Robert & Michael Zavada

by Kathleen Zavada
OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:
Regular Offertory $4,448.00
Maintenance Fund 852.00
Easter 25,540.00
Candles 349.00
Loose Cash 490.00
TOTAL $31,679.00

Special Easter Donation: $100 by Fred & Mary Ellen Petro
Parking Lot Donation: $100 by Joe & Peg Barron
Live Stream: $50 by Beverly Vatral (MI)

Special Donation: $1,500 in memory of +Paul & +Eleanor Chekan & +Sam & +Alice
Egidi by Greg & Anna Marie Chekan



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS

AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Nick & Marion Mamula, Edward
Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Barbara Sowko, George Janocsko, Betty Lou Karch,
Nicholas Sowko, Bernadette Thorwart

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
13 Mary Elaine Kurtz-Plesniak

16  Shawn & Margaret Condon (Anniversary)

18  Anna Marie Miller

In person Attendance: Holy Thursday: 74
Good Friday Royal Hours: 6; Vespers: 98
Holy Saturday Resurrection Matins/Divine Liturgy: 178
Resurrection of Our Lord: 70
Bright Monday: 13

Live Stream Viewing: Holy Thursday: 41
Good Friday Royal Hours: 7; Vespers: 51
Holy Saturday Resurrection Matins/Divine Liturgy: 37
Resurrection of Our Lord: 63
Bright Monday: 12

CRAFT SHOW

Our Spring Craft Show will be held on Saturday, April 25, 2026 from 10 AM — 3
PM. There will over 30 crafter/vendors. We will be selling our ethnic food (eat in or take
out) as well as our kolache and other baked goods. If you are able and willing to help,
please let Fr. Andrew know.

ETERNAL MEMORY

On April 4, 2026 +Sr. Euphemia Kopa, of the Sisters of St. Basil the Great,
Uniontown, passed from this life to the next at the age of 98 during her 80" year of
religious life. May she rest in the bosom of Abraham, in the abode of the saints, where
there is no pain, sorrow, nor mourning. May the Lord God remember his departed servant
+Sr. Euphemia in His Kingdom forever!




TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL WOMEN’S DAY OF REFLECTION

Saturday, April 18, 2026, 9:00 AM — 2:30 PM, Kearns Spirituality Center.
“Resilience through Hope & Prayer.” (John 2:11) Pre-registration is required by April
13, 2026, $40 includes lunch (no refunds). Registration forms can be found in the
vestibules. For more information call 412-322-8773 or email ore(@archpitt.org.

MOLEBEN FOR THE SACREDNESS OF LIFE

A Moleben for the Sacredness of Life and Supplication for the Victims of Abortion will be
celebrated at 6:30 PM on Friday, April 17 (the eve of the Pittsburgh Pro-Life March). It
will be celebrated at Holy Spirit Byzantine Catholic Church, 4815 Fifth Avenue,
Pittsburgh. For more information on the Pro-Life March go to
www.pittsburghprolifemarch.com.

COFFEE AND DONUT SOCIAL - APRIL 19
Please join your parish family for a Coffee & Donut Social after the 9:00 AM Sunday
Divine Liturgy on April 19.

“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” is restocked. We have quarts of Halushki & Stuffed
Cabbage, Wedding, Chicken Noodle, Chicken Gnocchi, Stuffed Pepper, Pasta Fagioli, Beef
Vegetable, Beef Barley, Spinach Orzo, Spinach Bean, Vegetarian Vegetable, Mushroom
soups and Chili for $7. Seafood Creole for $16/quart. Bold denotes meatless. Frozen
Potato/Cheese, Kraut, Cottage Cheese, Lekvar, pirohi for $10 per dozen. If you would like
to buy any please see Patty Bovee, Diane Pochron or Fr. Andrew.

ROAST BEEF DINNER AND BAKE SALE

Wednesday, April 15, 2026 from 4:00 - 6:30 PM. Anne Ashley Church, 22" Avenue,
Munhall. Eat in or Take out. Adults - $15, children - $7. Tickets sold at door. Delivery
available.

SPRING ARTS & CRAFTS VENDOR EVENT

Saturday, May 2, 2026 from 9 AM - 3 PM. St. Pius X Byzantine Catholic Church,
2336 Brownsville Road, Pittsbugh 15210. Refreshments and Baked Goods will be available
for purchase.

“After your wondrous Resurrection, O Lord and source of Life, You entered even though
the doors were locked, just as You did not break the seals of the tomb. You filled your
glorious disciples with joy, and in your goodness, You gave them your Spirit of Truth.”

At the Praises of Matins for Thomas Sunday



Attentive to the Y4/ovd

Thomas Sunday
Acts 5: 12-20
John 20: 19-31

On this Sunday, the second Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the Antipascha, that is
to say the re-dedication of the Resurrection of Christ, and also commemorate the event of
the Holy Apostle Thomas' touching the wounds of Christ.

This commemoration is due to the ancient custom of rededicating important
events. As a year would pass and the date of such an event would arrive, a
commemoration was made so that such great events would not be forgotten. This is why
the Israelites celebrated the Passover at Gilgal, to commemorate the passing through the
Red Sea. They also commemorated the consecration of the Tabernacle of Witness that was
in the wilderness and many other holy events.

Since the Resurrection of the Lord is the greatest and most important event and
beyond all thought, it is rededicated not only once a year, but also on every "eighth" day.
The first rededication of the Resurrection is this present Sunday, for it is truly both the
"eighth" day and the "first." It is the eighth day after Pascha, and the first day, because it is
the beginning of the other days. Again, it is called the "eighth" day because it prefigures
the unending day of the future age to come, which will be truly the "first" day and a day
that is not divided by a single night. This is why this Sunday is called the Antipascha,
which interpreted means "in the place of Pascha." We should also know that due to the
honor given Sunday by the Lord's Resurrection, the Holy Apostles transferred the weekly
day of rest from the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday) to this most honored day.

It 1s also called Thomas Sunday, the reason being as follows: On the day of the
Resurrection, when Christ showed himself to the Disciples in the evening, Thomas was
not present, because he had not yet joined the other Disciples for fear of the Jews. When
he rejoined the others, not only did he not believe what they told him about the
Resurrection of Christ and the fact that they had seen Him, but he absolutely refused to
believe that Christ had risen, even though he himself was one of the Twelve. God the good



Master, in His true economy, waited eight days to make His love more perfect, firmly
willing to truthfully verify the Resurrection and also the events that had occurred after the
Resurrection. Thus, Thomas did not believe so that he could more truthfully proclaim to
all the belief in the Resurrection. Therefore, the Lord came to the Apostles again while
Thomas was among them. Though the doors were shut as before, He entered and granted
them peace according to the custom. He then turned toward Thomas and said, "Reach your
finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do
not be unbelieving, but believing" (John 20:27). Then Thomas intentionally scrutinized the
Lord's side more attentively, and receiving faith through the examination, he cried, "My
Lord and my God!" (John 20:28). He said "Lord" in witnessing to the bodily form of
Christ and "God" in witnessing to His Divinity. Then Christ said to him, "Thomas,
because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed" (John 20:29). This was the second appearance of Christ.

Thomas was called "The Twin" for one of several possible reasons: either he was
born a twin - one of two children born at the same time; or because he was born doubtful
of the Resurrection; or because by nature the middle finger and the index finger of his
right hand were joined together. Since by Divine Providence he was allowed to doubt, it
was with these certain two fingers that he would probe Christ's side. Yet, others say that it
is more likely and more truthful that Thomas, being interpreted, means "twin."

The third appearance of Christ was at the Sea of Tiberias during the catching of the
fish where He even ate a meal of broiled fish and honeycomb; this particular food, as He
alone knew, was consumed by the Divine Fire. This event gave further proof of the
Resurrection of the body - not only His, but ours in the Age to come. After this, He
revealed himself on the road to Emmaus. The fifth time He appeared was in Galilee to the
eleven, as it is written. From the Resurrection until His Ascension, He worked before His
Disciples many signs that surpassed all nature. However, He did not reveal all these signs
to very many, for it was impossible for men yet living in this world to hear such
inexpressible wonders.

Through the prayers of Your Holy Apostle Thomas, O Lord Jesus Christ our God,
have mercy on us and save us. Amen.



Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral 1s a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celebrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We¢ welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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