SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS May 31, 2026
Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services

Saturday, May 30 5:00 PM +Judy Kovatch by Linda Stofko & Kovatch Family
Sunday, May 31 9:00 AM +William “Ed” Hilla (Remembrance of his 100" Birthday)
by Pochron Family

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: 211 - 213

Web Liturgy for Week of May 31 is sponsored by
Ellen Hayden

Sanctuary Candle is lit from May 31 - June 13
In memory of +Mary Louise (Drobne) Pavlo by Pavlo (Drobne) Children

2"d SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, June 6 5:00 PM Deceased of the Kostelnick Family by Josephine Zadrowski
Sunday, June 7 9:00 AM +Linda Deskevich by Fern Antolik

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,127.00
Maintenance Fund 622.00
Holy Day 1,567.00
Candles 86.00
Cemetery 190.00
TOTAL $4,592.00

Special Donations in memory of Lorraine Dumblosky: $50 by Rita Hilla; $50 by Michael &
Diane Pochron

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Nancy Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion
Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Barbara Sowko, George Janocsko,
Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko, Bernadette Thorwart, Carter Pierce, Michele Morgan
Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

MAY/JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
31 Michael B. Koval

Metropolitan William

Eve Bovee

Bernard E. Ducar

Barbara Wahal

Lawrence Krysinski

Dorothy Moyta

Gregory & Anna Marie Chekan (Anniversary)
Steven & Jennifer Kovatch (Anniversary)
Teri Phares

David & Marsha Hrabik (Anniversary)
Bernadette Thorwart
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In person Attendance: Saturday, May 23: 47; Sunday, May 24: 53
Pentecost Monday/Memorial Day: 22

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, May 23: 28; Sunday, May 24: 51

CHURCH CLEANING

Metropolitan William will ordain Deacons Nicholas Krivacs and Mark LeRoy to
the Priesthood on Sunday, June 7, 2026. Saturday, June 6, 2026 has been set aside to give
our church a good cleaning. I would also like a crew to do some work outside weeding the
landscaping beds, etc. The day will begin at 9 AM. We could use as many hands as
possible to clean all areas in preparation for the Ordination. No matter what time or for how
long your help will be greatly appreciated.




SAFE ENVIRONMENT COMPLIANCE

ALL volunteers must meet Archeparchial, State and Federal requirements (safe
environment training, State Police and Child Abuse clearances) in order to help in any
capacity at our church activities and events! Every parish is required to submit a list of our
volunteers to our Archeparchial Safe Environment Coordinator, Heather Hatfield. You will
be contacted by Heather informing you what clearances that you need to obtain. For more
information or assistance in obtaining the proper clearances, please contact Fr. Andrew.

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

All Employees and volunteers who have identified, suspected, or self-reported
child abuse by any person should immediately report the incident to ChildLine at 1-800-
932-0313 and then complete the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania CY 47 form.

After the report is made to ChildLine, the reporting individual must then notify the
Archbishop’s Office of the mandated report in writing, via a copy of the CY 47 form.
Chancery phone number: 412-231-4000.

A CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

Metropolitan William and the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh will honor all those
couples celebrating their milestone wedding anniversary of 10, 15, 20, 25, 35, 40, 45, 50,
55, 60, 65 or beyond years during this calendar year of 2025. The Archieparchial
celebration will take place at St. Elias Church, Munhall on Sunday, 20 September 2026 at
3 PM.

Please inform the Parish Office, by July 26, if you are celebrating one of these
milestone anniversaries this year, so that your names can be submitted to the Chancery.
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this.

CALLING ALL GRADUATES

Our Parish Family would like to honor all of our 2026 graduates from High
School, College, Graduate School, etc. on Sunday, June 28. Please inform us of the
names of our graduates, high school/college of graduation, degree/major by dropping a
note in the collection basket by Sunday, June 21.

ANNUAL BYZANTINE CATHOLIC FAMILY DAY AT KENNYWOOD

Thursday, July 28, 2026. Discounted tickets may be purchased through the GCU:
https://gcuusa.com/kennywood-summer-discount-tickets-registration-form/ Admission
tickets must be prepaid. Discounted tickets are good all summer long.




Attentive to the Y¢/ovd

Sunday of All Saints
Hebrews 11:32-12:2a
Matthew 10:.32-33, 37-38 & 19:27-30

The first Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pentecost is observed by the Orthodox Church
as the Sunday of All Saints. This day has been designated as a commemoration of all of the
Saints, all the Righteous, the Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors, Shepherds, Teachers,
and Holy Monastics, both men and women alike, known and unknown, who have been added
to the choirs of the Saints and shall be added, from the time of Adam until the end of the
world, who have been perfected in piety and have glorified God by their holy lives.

Honoring the friends of God with much reverence, the Prophet-King David says, “But
to me, exceedingly honorable are Thy friends, O Lord” (Ps. 138:16). And the Apostle Paul,
recounting the achievements of the Saints, and setting forth their memorial as an example that
we might turn away from earthly things and from sin, and emulate their patience and courage
in the struggles for virtue, says, “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every burden, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1).

This commemoration began as the Sunday (Synaxis) of All Martyrs; to them were
added all the ranks of Saints who bore witness (the meaning of “Martyr” in Greek) to Christ in
manifold ways, even if occasion did not require the shedding of their blood.

Therefore, guided by the teaching of the Divine Scriptures and Apostolic Tradition, we
honor all the Saints, the friends of God, for they are keepers of God’s commandments, shining
examples of virtue, and benefactors of mankind. Of course, we honor the known Saints
especially on their own day of the year, as is evident in the Menologion. But since many
Saints are unknown, and their number has increased with time, and will continue to increase
until the end of time, the Church has appointed that once a year a common commemoration be
made of all the Saints. This is the feast that we celebrate today. It is the harvest of the coming
of the Holy Spirit into the world; it is the “much fruit” brought forth by that “Grain of wheat
that fell into the earth and died” (John 12:24); it is the glorification of the Saints as “the
foundation of the Church, the perfection of the Gospel, they who fulfilled in deed the sayings
of the Savior” (Sunday of All Saints, Doxastikon of Vespers).

In this celebration, then, we reverently honor and call blessed all the Righteous, the
Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors, Shepherds, Teachers, and Holy Monastics, both men
and women alike, known and unknown, who have been added to the choirs of the Saints and
shall be added, from the time of Adam until the end of the world, who have been perfected in
piety and have glorified God by their holy lives. All these, as well as the orders of the Angels,
and especially our most holy Lady and Queen, the Ever-virgin Theotokos Mary, do we honor



on this day, setting their life before us as an example of virtue, and entreating them to
intercede in our behalf with God, Whose grace and boundless mercy be with us all. Amen.

The icon of the Sunday of All Saints depicts our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ seated
above the throne of heaven surrounded by the Saints. The rows of Saints included the
Archangel Michael and other Angels, the Theotokos and John the Baptist, the Apostles,
Bishops, Great Martyrs, Ascetics and Monastics. To the side of the throne are Adam and Eve,
bowing in reverence to Christ. They are joined by the Saints, who are lifting their hands in
worship to the King of Glory. At the lower left of the icon is the Patriarch Abraham who has a
righteous soul in his bosom, as told in the story of Lazarus and the rich man in the Gospel. At
the lower center is the Good Thief who was crucified with Christ. On the lower right is the
Patriarch Jacob.

THE APOSTLES’ FAST

According to the ancient tradition of the Eastern Church there is a period of fasting
before the celebration of the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. This fast begins on the Monday after
the Sunday of All Saints and continues until the feast itself. Since the celebration of All Saints
depends on when Easter is observed, the fast for Sts. Peter and Paul varies from a couple of
weeks to a month or more. This year the fast starts on June 1 and is kept until June 28.

Most people do not follow this fast since it is not obligatory now, but this does not
mean that it is not observed. We may ask why should we fast especially now at the beginning
of summer and school vacation time. Let us say, first, that this is not an easy time to fast; but
we should remember that fasting is never easy. The very purpose of fasting is to discipline
ourselves and this requires hard work and sacrifices.

The discipline of fasting leads us to be open to God's Spirit and His Word. We look
for consolation to today's problems and difficulties and we seek answers in many places. The
only true and lasting place to find meaning to the crises that face us is to return to God; but it
is only in silent waiting for God to speak to us through His Spirit that we can find this
consolation.

The fasting and discipline asked of us by the Church during this period of preparation
for the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul can be a better teacher. We can learn how to free ourselves
from the sway of convenience by fasting at the beginning of summer. The free avoidance of
foods (meat products is the minimal fast) on Wednesdays and Fridays along with prayer can
give us the strength and insights to see what things are really needful for our lives. The
wisdom of this world can be met with a spiritual wisdom that can build our character and our
relationship with God.




Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral 1s a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celebrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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