SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE 1ST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL
May 17, 2026

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services

Saturday, May 16 5:00 PM +Clifford & +Betty Martin by Basil & Barbara Wahal
Sunday, May 17  9:00 AM +Mary Pavasko by Gene & Natalie Foley

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: 196 - 202

Web Liturgy for Week of May 17 is sponsored by
Mary C. Timko

Sanctuary Candle is lit from May 17 - May 30
In memory of +Samuel & +Alice Egidi by Chekan Family

PENTECOST SUNDAY - GREEN SUNDAY

Saturday, May 23 5:00 PM +Frank Wahal by Margie Seman

Sunday, May 24 9:00 AM Health & well-being of Dorothy Basalla by Jacki Basalla
+Paul Chervenak by Darlene & Family

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,136.75
Maintenance Fund 544.00
Holy Day 190.00
Seminary 770.00
Candles 99.00
Loose Cash 55.00
Cemetery 260.00
TOTAL $4,054.75

Live Stream: $50 by Joe Onoffrey; $50 by Paul & Doris Pangratz; $40 by Gary
Ruozzi (TX)

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Nancy Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion
Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Barbara Sowko, George Janocsko,
Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko, Bernadette Thorwart, Carter Pierce, Michele Morgan
ltalicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
17 Jacob Cannon

17 Pamela O’Hare

19 Mary Ann Varhola

20 Sandra Hornak

22 Arthur Snyder

In person Attendance: Saturday, May 9: S1; Sunday, May 10: 81
Feast of the Ascension: evening: 46; morning: 24

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, May 9: 27; Sunday, May 3: 52
Feast of the Ascension: evening: 18; morning: 21

ETERNAL MEMORY

+Lorraine Dumblosky passed from this life to the next on May 14, 2026. May
she rest in the bosom of Abraham, in the abode of the saints, where there is no pain,
sorrow, nor mourning. May the Lord God remember his departed servant Lorraine in His
Kingdom forever!

CHURCH CLEANING

Metropolitan William will ordain Deacons Nicholas Krivacs and Mark LeRoy to
the Priesthood on Sunday, June 7, 2026. Saturday, June 6, 2026 has been set aside to give
our church a good cleaning. I would also like a crew to do some work outside weeding the
landscaping beds, etc. The day will begin at 9 AM. We could use as many hands as
possible to clean all areas in preparation for the Ordination. No matter what time or for how
long your help will be greatly appreciated.

COFFEE AND DONUT SOCIAL - MAY 17
Please join your parish family for a Coffee & Donut Social after the 9:00 AM
Sunday Divine Liturgy on May 17.




RUMMAGE SALE ITEMS
We will be holding another Rummage Sale on May 29 & 30, 2026. Please put aside
any items you no longer want or need for our rummage sale.
As in the past, we cannot accept TV’s, computers, shoes and clothes. Small boxes
may be left in the church vestibules. Please consider also helping to mark and sell the
items in May. Thanks for your donations.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COMPLIANCE

ALL volunteers must meet Archeparchial, State and Federal requirements (safe
environment training, State Police and Child Abuse clearances) in order to help in any capacity
at our church activities and events! Every parish is required to submit a list of our volunteers to
our Archeparchial Safe Environment Coordinator, Heather Hatfield. You will be contacted by
Heather informing you what clearances that you need to obtain. For more information or
assistance in obtaining the proper clearances, please contact Fr. Andrew.

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

All Employees and volunteers who have identified, suspected, or self-reported child
abuse by any person should immediately report the incident to ChildLine at 1-800-932-0313
and then complete the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania CY 47 form.

After the report is made to ChildLine, the reporting individual must then notify the
Archbishop’s Office of the mandated report in writing, via a copy of the CY 47 form. Chancery
phone number: 412-231-4000.

A CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

Metropolitan William and the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh will honor all those couples
celebrating their milestone wedding anniversary of 10, 15, 20, 25, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65 or
beyond years during this calendar year of 2025. The Archieparchial celebration will take place
at St. Elias Church, Munhall on Sunday, 20 September 2026 at 3 PM.

Please inform the Parish Office, by July 26, if you are celebrating one of these

milestone anniversaries this year, so that your names can be submitted to the Chancery. Thank
you in advance for your prompt attention to this.

CALLING ALL GRADUATES
Our Parish Family would like to honor all of our 2026 graduates from High School,
College, Graduate School, etc. on Sunday, June 28. Please inform us of the names of our
graduates, high school/college of graduation, degree/major by dropping a note in the collection
basket by Sunday, June 21.




Attentive to the Y4/ovd

Sunday of the Fathers of the 1* Ecumenical Council
Acts 20:16-18 & 28-38
John 17:1-13

We have gone through the Great Fast, we prepared ourselves to enter into the death
and resurrection of Jesus, we came with Thomas to say, "My Lord and My God", we saw
His Glorious Ascension, His being taken up into Heaven and seated at the right hand of
God — This Sunday tries to put into focus — Who is Jesus Christ? Who is Jesus Christ for
us? Who is Jesus Christ for me? Who is Jesus Christ for you? Who is Jesus Christ for
Christians of the true faith? What does the Church say about Jesus?

That's why we remember the Fathers of the First Council of Nicea in 326 A.D.
because that's the same question they answered once and for all in solemn council and
decree. Our Creed — our profession of faith in who our God is and what He has done for us
— comes from this early council. The First Council of Nicea stated our faith as we profess
today in Jesus Christ:

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
Son of God,

The only begotten,

Born of the Father before all ages.

Light of Light,

True God of true God,

Begotten, not made,

Of one substance with the Father

Through whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation,

Came down from heaven,

And was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and Mary the Virgin,
And became man.

He was also crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,

And suffered,

And was buried.

And He rose again on the third day, according to the scriptures.
And He ascended into heaven,

And sits at the right hand of the Father.



And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead,
And of His kingdom there will be no end.

That's what we believe and profess about Jesus.

In Jesus we see God.

In Jesus we know the Father.

In Jesus we come to know God's love and forgiveness.

In Jesus we discover our own calling as sons and daughters of God.

In Jesus we have one who has taken upon Himself the burden of our sin and offered
Himself in our stead.

In Jesus we have an advocate who sits at the right hand of God interceding for us
constantly, who knows our weakness and our frailty.

In Jesus the Kingdom of God is established once and for all.

In Jesus we have a New Covenant with God.

In Jesus we receive the bread of life and the chalice of salvation.

He is our faith, our hope and our confidence before the Father.

Since the time of the Apostles, Jesus has been perceived as the supreme value; men
and women of all ages have given their lives rather than betray their Lord.

His love demands reverence, acknowledgement, awe, and thanksgiving. Jesus
attracts us to Himself, inspiring familiarity and intimacy. He is the Holy One of God, who
is higher, purer, demanding all that is best: the best sentiments, the best efforts, and the
best hopes in us.

In Jesus we have not simply an awareness, but action and life consistent with this
awareness. The awareness that two times two makes four, or that water boils at a specific
temperature leaves us neither better or worse; such an awareness belongs to the righteous
and the unrighteous, to the ignorant and to the intelligent, to the genius and the simpleton.
But when we experience the holy, the sacred awareness of the Son of God, in terms of
beauty, or moral perfection, or a special intuition about the world and about life, that this
awareness of Jesus makes some demand, effects some change in us, invites us somewhere,
captivates us, seduces us.

And only to this Jesus do we fully and joyfully surrender our lives in faith.

Is it any wonder that the traditional greeting among Byzantine Catholics is: Glory
to Jesus Christ! That recognition that God is revealed, made known, seen, comprehended,
and embraced in Jesus Christ. We give God the Glory. And we can only respond: Glory
forever!

By Fr John Zeyack



Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral is a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celcbrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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