SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND - MOTHER’S DAY May 10, 2026
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Schedule of Divine Services
Saturday, May 9  5:00 PM Our Living & Deceased Mothers
Sunday, May 10  9:00 AM Our Living & Deceased Mothers

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Pages 189 - 191

Web Liturgy for Week of May 10 is sponsored by
Robert & Diane Martin

Sanctuary Candle is lit from May 3 - May 16
+Helen Smykla & +Mary Koval by Bernie & Helen Koval

ASCENSION OF OUR LORD - Holy Day of Obligation

Wednesday, May 13 6:30 PM +Paul Chekan by Ron & Mary Drosdak

Thursday, May 14  9:00 AM +Dorothy Ducar by MM Ken Palamara
11:00 AM Divine Liturgy in Duquesne

SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE 15T ECUMENICAL COUNCIL
Saturday, May 16 5:00 PM +Clifford & +Betty Martin by Basil & Barbara Wahal
Sunday, May 17 9:00 AM +Mary Pavasko by Gene & Natalie Foley

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,978.00
Maintenance Fund 932.00
Holy Day 130.00
Seminary 885.00
Candles 153.00
Cemetery 365.00
TOTAL $5,443.00
TOTAL EASTER 2026 PARISHIONER OFFERINGS: 7

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.




PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Nancy Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion
Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Barbara Sowko, George Janocsko,
Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko, Bernadette Thorwart, Carter Pierce, Michele Morgan
ltalicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
9 Robert Shrum

10 Janet Myers

10 John Varhola

11 Felicia Simko

11 Jessica Sinclair

12 Lorraine Havrilla

12 Chris & Melissa Neri (Anniversary)

13 Michael Hilzendeger

13 Steve Tima

15 Julie Hilzendeger

16 William Ondo, Sr.

16 Andrew & Suzanne Fedoris, Sr. (Anniversary)

In person Attendance: Saturday, May 2: 39; Sunday, May 3: 64
Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, May 2: 21; Sunday, May 3: 58
Live Stream: $50 by John & Barb Havrilla

MANY YEARS

Our Parish Family extends its prayerful best wishes to Theodore Jude Krivacs,
son of Deacon Nicholas and Cailee Krivacs, who received the Mysteries of Initiation on
Sunday, May 10, 2026. May God grant to the newly enlightened servant Theodore Jude
peace, health and happiness for many years!




SAFE ENVIRONMENT COMPLIANCE

ALL volunteers must meet Archeparchial, State and Federal requirements (safe
environment training, State Police and Child Abuse clearances) in order to help in any
capacity at our church activities and events! Every parish is required to submit a list of our
volunteers to our Archeparchial Safe Environment Coordinator, Heather Hatfield. You will
be contacted by Heather informing you what clearances that you need to obtain. For more
information or assistance in obtaining the proper clearances, please contact Fr. Andrew.

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

All Employees and volunteers who have identified, suspected, or self-reported
child abuse by any person should immediately report the incident to ChildLine at 1-800-
932-0313 and then complete the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania CY 47 form.

After the report is made to ChildLine, the reporting individual must then notify the
Archbishop’s Office of the mandated report in writing, via a copy of the CY 47 form.
Chancery phone number: 412-231-4000.

RUMMAGE SALE ITEMS
We will be holding another Rummage Sale on May 29 & 30, 2026. Please put aside
any items you no longer want or need for our rummage sale.
As in the past, we cannot accept TV’s, computers, shoes and clothes. Small boxes
may be left in the church vestibules. Please consider also helping to mark and sell the
items in May. Thanks for your donations.

SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS LECTURE

The 26" Annual Saints Cyril & Methodius Lecture will be presented online, via the
Seminary website at www.bcs.edu on Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 PM. Very Rev. Stelyios
Muksuris, MLitt-DTh, Phd., is this year's esteemed lecturer. He has selected as his topic:
"Remember Me in Your Kingdom, O Lord": Rethinking Liturgical Commemoration in the
Byzantine Rite of Proskomide. The lecture can be accessed live or at a later time from
archives on the B.C.S. YouTube channel.

CHURCH CLEANING

Metropolitan William will ordain Deacons Nicholas Krivacs and Mark LeRoy to
the Priesthood on Sunday, June 7, 2026. Saturday, June 6, 2026 has been set aside to give
our church a good cleaning. I would also like a crew to do some work outside weeding the
landscaping beds, etc. The day will begin at 9 AM. We could use as many hands as
possible to clean all areas in preparation for the Ordination. No matter what time or for how
long your help will be greatly appreciated.




Attentive to the Y¢4/ovd

Sunday of the Man Born Blind
Acts 16:16-34
John 9:1-38

"SEEING, THEY WILL NOT SEE, HEARING, THEY WILL NOT HEAR"

These words describe a severe judgment of God, that comes upon people for two reasons.

First, they prefer the lie to the truth. In St. Paul's second epistle to the Thessalonians (2.10-
12), we read that people are given many chances to see the truth, which is Christ, the Truth
incarnate. It is only through the truth that we can be saved. God is very longsuffering, but if people
stubbornly prefer the lie to the truth, He withdraws the Holy Spirit from them and sends them a
"strong delusion". The devil and his fallen angels offer many unrighteous deceptions, e.g.
occultism, false healings, psychic powers, etc. Those who fall for these deceptions will perish
"because they did not receive the love of the truth that they might be saved." "And for this reason
God will send them a strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness." So when people
come under a strong delusion, it is a sign of the judgment of God on them because they prefer the
truth to the lie.

Secondly, they care more for the honor of men than for the honor which comes from God.
In St. John's Gospel (9.6-44), we read that a man born blind was healed by Christ, Who spat on the
carth and out of the clay made new eyes for him. St. Irenacus sees here a type of the creation of
man from the earth (Gen. 2.7). Christ reveals His Divinity by creating eyes for the man in the same
that He created man in the beginning - from earth and water. However, the establishment refused
to believe that the man had been born blind. When they asked his parents about it, they admitted
that he had been born blind, but out of fear of being thrown out of the synagogue they did not
confess that Christ had done the miracle. So they care more for the honor of men than for the
honor that comes from God. Instead of glorifying Christ, they refused to honor Him and left it to
their son to honor Him. Sadly Jesus said: "For judgment have I come into the world, that those
who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind".

The man born blind is symbolic of the whole of humanity. We all need illumination by
Christ. This man acquires spiritual eyes as well as physical ones, because he sees who Christ is
and worships Him as the Son of God. His physical eyes see a man standing before him, but the
eyes of his heart see His Divinity behind the humanity. The Pharisees, however, in rejecting a
great act of God, refused to see the Divinity of Christ and were plunged into darkness. The more
often they rejected the truth, the harder it was for them to see, and the deeper became their
darkness. Thus when they ask Jesus: "Are we blind also?", Jesus replies: "If you were blind, you
would have no sin, but now you say 'we see', your sin remains".

They see the Son of Man, they observe His miracles, they hear His words - and they reject
Him. What is hindering them? Sin: willful stubbornness, pride, hardness of heart, vainglory.



When Christ stood before Pontius Pilate, and Pilate asked Him whether He was a king,
Christ answered that His Kingdom was not of this world. When Pilate pursued the same question:
"Are you a king then?" Jesus answered him: "You say rightly that I am a King. For this cause was
I born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." (John 18.33-38).

The truth is that God is the Truth and the devil is a liar. The truth is that God loves us
truly, while the devil pretends to do so while enslaving us by the lie. The truth is that God like a
true King died for His subjects, so that they would be free and not enslaved by the devil, but have
cternal life in His Kingdom. Pilate asked: "What is the truth?" while looking the Truth in the face.

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

Jesus did not live with his disciples after his resurrec-tion as he had before his death. Filled
with the glory of his divinity, he appeared at different times and places to his people, assuring
them that it was he, truly alive in his risen and glorified body.

To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing to them
during forty days, and speaking of the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:3)

It should be noted that the time span of forty days is used many times in the Bible and
signifies a tem-poral period of completeness and sufficiency. (Gen-esis 7:17; Exodus 16:35, 24:18;
Judges 3:11; I Sam-uel 17:16; I Kings 19:8; Jonah 3:4; Matthew 4:2)

On the fortieth day after his Passover, Jesus ascended into heaven to be glorified on the
right hand of God. (Acts 1:9-11; Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51) The ascension of Christ is his final
physical departure from this world after the resurrection. It is the formal comple-tion of his
mission in this world as the Messianic Savior. It is his glorious return to the Father who had sent
him into the world to accomplish the work that he had given him to do. (John 17:4-5)

. .and lifting his hands he blessed them. While blessing them, he parted from them and was
carried up into heaven. And they returned to Jerusalem with great joy. . . (Luke 24:51-52)

The Church's celebration of the ascension, as all such festal celebrations, is not merely the
remembrance of an event in Christ's life. Indeed, the ascension itself is not to be understood as
though it were simply the supernatural event of a man floating up and away into the skies. Sacred
Scripture stresses Christ's physical departure and his glorification with God the Father, together
with the great joy which his disciples had as they received the promise of the Holy Spirit who was
to come to assure the Lord's presence with them, en-abling them to be his witnesses to the ends of
the earth. (Luke 24:48-53; Acts 1:8-11; Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:16-19)

In the Church the believers in Christ celebrate these very same realities with the
conviction that it is for them and for all men that Christ's departure from this world has taken
place. The Lord leaves in order to be glorified with God the Father and to glorify us with himself.
He goes in order to "prepare a place" for us, and to take us also into the blessedness of God's
presence. He goes to open the way for all flesh into the "heavenly sanctuary. . .the Holy Place not
made by hands." (See Hebrews 8-10) He goes in order to send the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from
the Father, to bear witness to him and his gospel in the world, by making him powerfully present
in the lives of his disciples. The liturgical hymns of the feast of the Ascension sing of all of these
things.




Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral is a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celcbrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.
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