SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN May 3, 2026
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Schedule of Divine Services

Saturday, May 2 5:00 PM +Bernard Zadrowski by Josephine Zadrowski
+Deacon William Frederick by the “Lite Lunch Crew”
Sunday, May 3 9:00 AM +Carole Collins by Pochron & Hilla Family

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Pages 186 - 188

Web Liturgy for Week of May 3 is sponsored by
Bill & Marcia Kosslow in memory of +Mark Cifrulak

Sanctuary Candle is lit from May 3 - May 16
+Helen Smykla & +Mary Koval by Bernie & Helen Koval

Monday, May 4 9:00 AM Special Intention of Fr. Andrew on the occasion of his 29
Anniversary of Ordination

SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND - MOTHER’S DAY
Saturday, May 9 5:00 PM Our Living & Deceased Mothers
Sunday, May 10 9:00 AM QOur Living & Deceased Mothers

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,910.00
Maintenance Fund 619.00
Holy Day 145.00
Flowers 20.00
Easter 100.00
Candles 103.00
Loose Cash 60.00
Cemetery 250.00
TOTAL $4,207.00

Live Stream: $100 by Edward & Judith Kisailus (NY); $100 by Anonymous (FL)

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS
AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Nancy Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion
Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Barbara Sowko, George Janocsko,
Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko, Bernadette Thorwart, Carter Pierce, Michele Morgan
ltalicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
4  Eddi Lazarov

7  Ellen Krysinski

9 Michael B. & Helen Koval (Anniversary)

In person Attendance: Saturday, April 25: 44; Sunday, April 26: 73
Mid-Pentecost: 13

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, April 25: 21, Sunday, April 26: 55
Mid-Pentecost: 10

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COMPLIANCE

ALL volunteers must meet Archeparchial, State and Federal requirements (safe
environment training, State Police and Child Abuse clearances) in order to help in any
capacity at our church activities and events! Every parish is required to submit a list of our
volunteers to our Archeparchial Safe Environment Coordinator, Heather Hatfield. You
will be contacted by Heather informing you what clearances that you need to obtain. For
more information or assistance in obtaining the proper clearances, please contact Fr.
Andrew.

SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS LECTURE

The 26" Annual Saints Cyril & Methodius Lecture will be presented online, via
the Seminary website at www.bcs.edu on Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 PM. Paul Robert
Magocsi, PhD., is this year's esteemed lecturer. In honor of the 380" Anniversary of the
Union of Uzhorod, he has selected as his topic: "Purists, Assimilators, and Adaptors: The
Genius of the Greek Catholic Eparchy of Mukachevo." The lecture can be accessed live
or at a later time from archives on the B.C.S. YouTube channel.

COFFEE AND DONUT SOCIAL - MAY 3
Please join your parish family for a Coffee & Donut Social after the 9:00 AM Sunday
Divine Liturgy on May 3.




“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” is restocked. We have quarts of Halushki & Stuffed
Cabbage, Wedding, Chicken Noodle, Stuffed Pepper, Pasta Fagioli, Beef Vegetable, Beef
Barley, Potato Green Bean, Vegetarian Vegetable, soups and Chili for $7. Seafood Creole for
816/quart. Bold denotes meatless. Frozen Potato/Cheese, Kraut, Cottage Cheese, Lekvar,
pirohi for $10 per dozen. If you would like to buy any please see Patty Bovee, Diane Pochron
or Fr. Andrew.

GAME NIGHT AT THE CARNEGIE

Join the ‘Friends of the Carnegie’ for the 5th Annual ‘Game Night at the Carnegie’
benefit — an unforgettable evening of interactive game show entertainment, comedy, prizes,
and community celebration inside the historic Carnegie Library of Homestead Music Hall and
Library! Saturday, May 9, 2026. For more information and/or tickets, wvisit
www.LibraryMusicHall.com

RUMMAGE SALE ITEMS
We will be holding another Rummage Sale on May 29 & 30, 2026. Please put aside
any items you no longer want or need for our rummage sale.
As in the past, we cannot accept TV’s, computers, shoes and clothes. Small boxes may
be left in the church vestibules. Please consider also helping to mark and sell the items in May.
Thanks for your donations.

THE TAMBURITZANS

Celebrate the grand finale of the 89th season with The Tamburitzans on May 16, 2026
at The Pittsburgh Playhouse at 7pm. For nearly nine decades, this internationally acclaimed
group has thrilled audiences with an electrifying blend of music, dance, and storytelling drawn
from cultures across the globe.

In one unforgettable evening, more than two dozen talented student performers
transport audiences through the rhythms, costumes, and traditions of Eastern and Western
Europe and beyond. With dazzling choreography, live music, and breathtaking costumes, the
show delivers the energy of a concert, the spectacle of a dance production, and the beauty of
world culture - making it a perfect night out whether you’re a longtime fan or discovering The
Tamburitzans for the first time.

Join us as we close our 89th season with a vibrant celebration of music, movement,
and global heritage. For tickets follow the link:
https://playhouse.culturaldistrict.org/production/105733/performance/105733/seat_selection




Attentive to the J¢3/ovd

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
Acts 11: 19-26 & 29-30
John 4: 5-42

Who is Christ for us is the question at-hand in the gospel? And the powerful story
of the Samaritan women unfolds the mystery.

Living Water has so many meanings. When you live in the desert, living water,
running water, not stagnant water is a precious gift. A life-giving gift. Jacob found water in
the desert. Moses struck water from the rock. So, Jesus finds his way to Jacob’s Well to
rest and has this encounter with the Samarian women. The woman comes to the well at
noon time — the 6th hour and needs water.

Whether we realize it or not we are always thirsting, but truly we are thirsting for
God because we are always thirsting for wholeness, for completeness and fulfilment. The
challenge is we think we can get it by fulfilling our hungers — on an earthly level, the
hungers of belonging, ambition, for material things, approval, intimacy, and we find out
that ultimately none of them works because it’s never enough to really satisfy the deepest
hunger. That personal loneliness that is the human condition. So, we are always thirsting.

But then we hear the words of Jesus, “If you drink this water you will never thirst
again!” Oh, give me this water, we cry. We want this living water, just like the woman at
the well. We petition just like her, ”Jesus, give me this living water!!” It is Christ himself
who is this living water. He is the Spirit of truth and wisdom, that quenches every thirst, the
very eternal thirst for God.

So, Jesus confronts the woman with truth, her truth, so he can say to her, you will
never thirst again when you confront the truth. And live the truth. Jesus is not afraid of the
truth, his own truth. He names it to his disciples over and over. How he has to go up to
Jerusalem and be handed over to the chief priests and be put to death. Jesus names it to his
disciples as if he himself must come to accept the reality of his death.

Jesus is inviting us to confront our truth. We know that truth sets us free. Truth in a
way can help to quench this deep thirst. Truth sometimes can be hard to take but it is
always life giving in the end. Because it forces us to confront reality and to live it out so
that all life is transformed into the truth of God. It moves us from the shadows, like the
woman, into the light, into the truth of God. Our truth in God. Moving to live our real life



with God. Who loves us? What is God inviting you into, by naming your truth. Who are
you, deep with-in? What in you, needs to be uncovered, accepted perhaps?

Now we know the many challenges this journey requires. Often it takes lots of
courage, guts to name it, to overcome fear, we can be afraid of the truth, because it requires
acceptance, change, responsibility and action. So, this story is really one of conversion, the
conversion to live Christ in us. That’s our Lenten journey. To name our sinfulness, our
need for Christ and his redemption. The journey to the Well of Truth. So, we see all these
life-giving elements in this story at the Well. The woman does not back away from her
truth, she even shares that with the towns people, “he told me everything I ever did.” So,
she is able to declare the new reality that opens up here — He is a prophet. Which moves to
the dialogue about true worship.

Here we are getting into the real truth of Jesus. He says, no longer will you
worship on this Mountain or in Jerusalem but in Spirit and Truth you will worship the
Father.

Then the woman comes to another moment of truth. She says the Messiah is
coming, and Jesus proclaims, “I am he.” Jesus uses the key words of the revelation of God
to Moses, I am.

Now here’s where we come in again. We come now to our own faith. The woman
and then through her testimony the town’s people come to accept Jesus as the Messiah. We
too proclaim Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah for all humanity. This is our moment to
deepen our faith, to live our life in Christ. Our moment to be authentic Christians in Spirit
and Truth.

What do we learn in all this? God’s truth purifies. God’s truth changes us. Jesus
invitation to his life purifies the sinfulness of all humanity and brings us all to a radical
reorientation which we see in the story of the woman and town’s people. From Sin to
God’s life. This real conversion is the central theme of all of Christ’s preaching and
ministry. This conversion in us is the new life of grace that transforms our minds and hearts
and wills. The orientation to God alone. This is our life’s journey, the truth we seek, to be
for God alone in every way. Can we live this faith, and make it our truth, our life even
more?

Jesus is inviting us to drink the living water of his very life. And he gives us this
gift at every Eucharist. So, in a few moments we will accept again all that Christ offers us
and our thirst is quenched in a way that is so life giving and so eternal.

By Father Joseph Tedesco



Mission Statement
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral is a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit 1s called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow 1n faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active,
supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr.
Andrew to schedule.

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family.
Must meet with Fr. Andrew before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana program
is required and three sessions with Fr. Andrew. The ceremony will be celebrated according to the
prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.

Mystery of Anointing: Celebrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday before
undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to health
reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. Andrew is
notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Andrew whenever a loved-one
is hospitalized.

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Andrew before setting
and publishing the day and time of the funeral.

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of St. John the Baptist
Cathedral Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship of
time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be notified
as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s leaving.

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish.

Rectory Office Hours: Judy is in the parish office Monday — Friday from 8:30 AM — 1:30 PM.
Father Andrew is available on other days and times by appointment.




	5-3-26 Bulletin-1
	5-3-26 Bulletin-2
	5-3-26 Bulletin-3
	5-3-26 Bulletin-4
	5-3-26 Bulletin-5
	5-3-26 Bulletin-6

