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210 Greentree Road
Munhall, Pennsylvania 15120
Telephone 412-461-0944 ¢ Center 412-462-7130
Email: stiohnsbyzantinecathedral@gmail.com

Metropolitan Archbishop William C. Skurla, D.D.
Very Reverend Andrew J. Deskevich, Rector

2" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST June 7, 2026
Glory to Jesus Christ! ~ Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services
Saturday, June 6 5:00 PM Deceased of the Kostelnick Family by J
Sunday, June 7 9:00 AM +Linda Deskevich by Fern Antolik

3:00 PM Presbyteral Ordinations

Zadrowski

P

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 1 pages 125 - 127

Web Liturgy for Week of June 7 is sponsored by
Dr. Victor R. Haburchak, Jr., in memory of the deceased
of the John & Teresa Boggiano Flynn Family

Sanctuary Candle is lit from May 31 - June 13
In memory of +Mary Louise (Drobne) Pavlo by Pavlo (Drobne) Children

3¥ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, June 13 5:00 PM +Keith Cosgrove by Debbie & Justin Cosgrove
Sunday, June 14 9:00 AM +Mary Louise (Drobne) Pavlo by Pavle (Drobne) Children



OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,632.00
Maintenance Fund 789.00
Holy Day 155.00
Seminary 25.00
Candles 119.00
Cemetery 50.00
Loose Cash 65.00
TOTAL $3,835.00

Special Donation in memory of Lorraine Dumblosky: $25 by Anna Marie Miller; $100
by Jeanine Perhacs; $40 by Mary Plesniak

Special Donation: $25 by Carol O’Hare

In person Attendance: Saturday, May 30: 49; Sunday, May 31: 80
Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, May 30: 27; Sunday, May 31: 50

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS

AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara Seman,
Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang, Suzie (Wargo)
Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal, Paul Cherep, Nancy
Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion Mamula, Edward
Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko, Carter Pierce, Michele
Morgan

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
7 Carol Oriss

12 Patricia Bovee

13 John & Julie Hilzendeger (Anniversary)

ETERNAL MEMORY

+Barbara Hrapchak passed from this life to the next on June 2, 2026. May she rest
in the bosom of Abraham, in the abode of the saints, where there is no pain, sorrow, nor
mourning. May the Lord God remember his departed servant Barbara in His Kingdom
forever!




AAttentive to the }g/ord

2" Sunday after Pentecost
Romans 2:10-16
Matthew 4:18-23

In some ways, we may envy Peter, Andrew, James, and John for the clarity of their
call. On the day that Jesus Christ called them to leave everything behind and follow Him,
there was no question what He wanted them to do. The message was clear and they did as
they were told.

Of course, that was only the beginning of their ministry as disciples and apostles.
As we know from reading the rest of the gospels, these men did not have a clear
understanding of who Christ really was until after His resurrection. Nothing in their
background had prepared them for this unusual kind of Messiah or for the great sacrifices
that following Him would require. But on the day that the Lord called His first disciples,
He did not require perfect understanding. He asked only that they leave behind the life
that they had known and take the first steps in following Him.

That was not a small thing, of course. Imagine how hard it would be if Christ
made very clear to you that He wanted you to give up the only occupation you had ever
known, leave your family behind, and literally follow Him as He went around teaching,
preaching, and healing the sick. On that particular day, despite the enormity of this calling
and their less than full understanding of it, these men did as they were told and became
“fishers of men” for the Kingdom of God. They were clearly chosen to be Christ’s
disciples, but they certainly did not have it easy in any way for the rest of their lives.

It is a blessing and a challenge to have a strong and clear sense of what God wants
you to do in life. How many holy people—from the very first Christians until this very
day—die as martyrs or suffer abuse and persecution for their faithfulness to Christ? To
take even small steps toward a holy life requires struggle, persistence, and a willingness to
endure tension within our own souls and usually with other people. To lead a righteous
life requires loving God with every ounce of our being and our neighbors as ourselves.
Try to do that seriously and you will find yourself fighting many battles, especially in your
own soul.

St. Paul was a Jewish convert to Christianity who knew that God had called the
Hebrews for a unique role in the salvation of the world. The Jews certainly had an
advantage over the Gentiles because of all that God had revealed to them through Moses
and the prophets. But St. Paul also knew that God shows no partiality. Hearing the Law
without obeying it was of no benefit at all, even as Christ’s disciples would have gained



nothing by ignoring Christ’s call to follow Him. What matters is actually doing what God
requires of us.

St. Paul knew that God had not abandoned the Gentiles, for He gave everyone a
conscience, a knowledge of right and wrong engraved in our hearts; that is an important
part of what it means to be a human being in God’s image and likeness. So whether Jew or
Gentile, whether according to the law of Moses or the dictates of conscience, St. Paul
teaches that God holds us all accountable to the truth that we have received. The question
for every human being, then, is whether we obey the Lord according to what we know of
His purposes for us.

He was under no illusion that the Jews had perfectly obeyed the Law or that the
Gentiles had lived fully in accordance with conscience. St. Paul taught that all have
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. No one is in the position to boast of a
privileged status before the Lord or to judge another, for both Jew and Gentile (namely, all
human beings) stand in need of grace and mercy to the depths of our souls. Everyone is in
need of a Savior Who conquers sin and death and brings us into the eternal life of God.

That was certainly true our Lord’s disciples, who failed with some frequency to
obey or even understand what Christ expected of them. They largely abandoned Him at
His arrest and crucifixion, and it was not until He appeared to them after His resurrection
and gave them a measure of the Holy Spirit that their eyes were truly opened. It was not
until the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost that they boldly and effectively became
“fishers of men” whose preaching and miracle-working ministry brought multitudes into
the life of Christ. ~As a consequence of their apostolic ministry, they took up their crosses
in suffering persecution, hardships of all kinds, and even death as martyrs. The Lord did
not call them to an easy life of special privilege, but to an extremely demanding one of
sacrifice for the sake of the Kingdom.

At the end of the day, He does the same with us all. Of course, the details will be
different. We are not fishermen in first-century Palestine or the very pillars of the Church
in the sense that they were. St. Paul surely did not have us in mind when he wrote to the
Romans about Jews and Gentiles. It is possible to get so caught up in the particular
callings and circumstances of others such that we miss the larger point. To be perfectly
clear, the larger point is that we are all fully responsible for hearing and responding to
God’s calling in our lives, no matter how imperfectly we understand it or how difficult it
is to obey.

In many ways, we have much less of an excuse than Christ’s first disciples, for we
have the benefit of their example and of so many generations of faithful people who have
gone before us in following Jesus Christ. As Eastern Christians, we have received the
fullness of God’s revelation in the ongoing life of the Church by the power of the Holy
Spirit. But instead of patting ourselves on the back and simply taking pride in these great
blessings, we must humbly accept the great responsibility that they give us. Like the Jews



of old, we must remember that it is no great thing to be a recipient of God’s requirements
if we do not actually do what He requires. Like the Gentiles mentioned by St. Paul, we
must remember that it is no accomplishment to have a conscience that leads us in the right
direction if we do not actually follow it. And our participation in the Church will be of no
benefit to us if we ourselves do not become living witnesses of our Savior’s victory over
sin and death in our daily lives.

In this season of the Apostles Fast, we want to become more like those blessed

men who left everything behind in response to the Savior’s call, even though they often
fell short. Their understanding was imperfect and the same was true of their actions on
many occasions.
But the Lord did not abandon or reject them, even when they abandoned Him. He is
merciful and calls us all to accept His mercy when we realize that we have not been doers
of His will and have disregarded His calling. Like the apostles, we do not yet have perfect
faith and obedience; but just like them, we are responsible to respond to the calling we
have received as best we can. To do so will never be easy or without sacrifice; we will
often stumble along the path of discipleship. But if we continue the journey with humble
repentance, we will grow each step of the way in hearing Christ’s calling more clearly and
in gaining the strength to obey Him more fully.

As hard as it is to believe, Jesus Christ calls each of us with the urgency that He
called those first disciples and apostles. We are every bit as responsible for obeying Him
as they were, indeed even more responsible because we have the benefit of their example.
They had to wait three years for Christ’s resurrection and the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit, while we do not. Far more than the Jews of the Old Testament or the ancient
Gentiles, God has opened the eyes of our souls to know what He requires of us. He has
given us a great calling to share personally in His eternal and holy life. There is no
question about that. The only question is how we will respond to the One Who says to
each and every one of us: “Follow Me.”

By Fr. Philip LeMasters

THE APOSTLES’ FAST

According to the ancient tradition of the Eastern Church there is a period of fasting
before the celebration of the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. This fast begins on the Monday
after the Sunday of All Saints and continues until the feast itself. Since the celebration of
All Saints depends on when Easter is observed, the fast for Sts. Peter and Paul varies from
a couple of weeks to a month or more. This year the fast starts on June 1 and is kept until
June 28.

Most people do not follow this fast since it is not obligatory now, but this does not
mean that it is not observed. We may ask why should we fast especially now at the
beginning of summer and school vacation time. Let us say, first, that this is not an easy




time to fast; but we should remember that fasting is never easy. The very purpose of fasting is
to discipline ourselves and this requires hard work and sacrifices.

The discipline of fasting leads us to be open to God's Spirit and His Word. We look for
consolation to today's problems and difficulties and we seek answers in many places. The only
true and lasting place to find meaning to the crises that face us is to return to God; but it is only
in silent waiting for God to speak to us through His Spirit that we can find this consolation.

The fasting and discipline asked of us by the Church during this period of preparation
for the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul can be a better teacher. We can learn how to free ourselves
from the sway of convenience by fasting at the beginning of summer. The free avoidance of
foods (meat products is the minimal fast) on Wednesdays and Fridays along with prayer can
give us the strength and insights to see what things are really needful for our lives. The wisdom
of this world can be met with a spiritual wisdom that can build our character and our
relationship with God.

DOCUMENTARY
Logos TV of Presov, Slovakia has produced a documentary of Archbishop William
which was launched on June 1for his 70th birthday. The link to view the video is:

https://youtu.be/zHEwgH6BD1¢

A CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

Metropolitan William and the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh will honor all those couples
celebrating their milestone wedding anniversary of 10, 15, 20, 25, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65 or
beyond years during this calendar year of 2025. The Archieparchial celebration will take place
at St. Elias Church, Munhall on Sunday, 20 September 2026 at 3 PM.

Please inform the Parish Office, by July 26, if you are celebrating one of these
milestone anniversaries this year, so that your names can be submitted to the Chancery. Thank
you in advance for your prompt attention to this.

CALLING ALL GRADUATES

Our Parish Family would like to honor all of our 2026 graduates from High School,
College, Graduate School, etc. on Sunday, June 28. Please inform us of the names of our
graduates, high school/college of graduation, degree/major by dropping a note in the collection
basket by Sunday, June 21.

ANNUAL BYZANTINE CATHOLIC FAMILY DAY AT KENNYWOOD
Thursday, July 28, 2026. Discounted tickets may be purchased through the GCU:
https://gcuusa.com/kennywood-summer-discount-tickets-registration-form/ Admission tickets

must be prepaid. Discounted tickets are good all summer long.
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