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210 Greentree Road

Munhall, Pennsylvania 15120
Telephone 412-461-0944 ¢ Center 412-462-7130
Email: stjiohnsbyzantinecathedral@gmail.com
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Very Reverend Andrew . Deskevich, Rector

4" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - FATHER’S DAY June 21, 2026

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services

Saturday, June 20 5:00 PM Our Living & Deceased Fathers
Sunday, June 21 9:00 AM Our Living & Deceased Fathers
3:00 PM Minor Orders Ordination

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 3 pages 135 - 137
Web Liturgy for Week of June 21 is sponsored by
Pat Petrick

Sanctuary Candle is lit from June 14 - 27
Special Intentions of Bob & Judy Kacik by Agnes Borsh

FEAST OF THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
Tuesday, June 23 6:30 PM 40" Day Remembrance of +Lorraine Dumblosky by
Andrew Deskevich, Sr.

5" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, June 27 5:00 PM +Dale Hinkle by Audrey Hinkle

Special Birthday Intentions of Nancy Cifrulak by Friends on
Oakwood Dr.

Sunday, June 28 9:00 AM +Eleanor Chekan by Chekan Family
+Paul Chervenak by Darlene & Family



OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,118.00
Maintenance Fund 555.00
Candles 91.93
Loose Cash 35.00
Cemetery 120.00
TOTAL $2,919.93

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.

Special Donation in memory of Lorraine Dumblosky: $50 by Joe & Peg Barron;
$100 by Andrea Guthrie

In person Attendance: Saturday, June 13: 39, Sunday, June 14: 60
Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, June 13: N/A; Sunday, June 14: 55

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS

AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Nancy Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion
Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, George Janocsko, Betty Lou Karch,
Nicholas Sowko, Carter Pierce, Michele Morgan

ltalicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
21 Nancy Cifrulak

21 Diane Lobaugh

22 Maria Sinclair

24 Judith Rihn

26  Richard Myers

LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING

Fr. Nicholas Krivacs is celebrating a Liturgy of Thanksgiving on June 28 at 3 PM
at St. John Cathedral. There will be a social after the Divine Liturgy. Please sign the sheet
in the vestibule if you plan on attending the social.




FEAST OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST

St. John the Baptist was an outdoorsman who lived in the wide open spaces of the
desert. He had been confirmed to a dungeon cell in the castle of Machaerus for over a year,
choked by narrow walls and lack of light and air, when he received a rumor about the
resurrection of the widow's son at Nain. He wanted to hear directly from Jesus about the
significance of this, so he sent two of his disciples to ask Jesus whether He really was the
Messiah or if they must look for someone else. "Art thou He that should come, or do we look
for another?" This incident has perplexed many Biblical scholars because they have been
surprised at the doubt in the mind of John. Especially since he saw God's spirit descend upon
Jesus and heard God's voice of approval when he baptized Him nearly two years before.
John's question has caused some to conclude that his faith had grown weak during his
confinement but this is not so, Jesus would not have spoken so highly of John, which He does
on this occasion, if John has begun to doubt. Why then did John ask this question? He may
have simply wanted a verification from Jesus that He is the Messiah. This certainly would
have been a comfort to John as he languished in prison. But there is more to St. John's
question than that. He wants to know if there were another one coming who would fulfill all of
the things that were to be accomplished by the Messiah. According to these prophesies, God's
anointed One is to be a king, a deliverer. Yet he, John, is still being kept a prisoner many
months after he baptized Jesus. So John evidently is perplexed and is asking Jesus if He is the
one to establish the Kingdom of God in outward power or if there is to be someone else for
whom they must wait who will fulfill the prophecies relating to the Messiah's glory. Instead of
giving John's emissaries a direct answer, Jesus at the time puts on a remarkable display by
healing many people of all kinds of diseases. And then Jesus tells them to "Go and show John
again those things which they heard and saw: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel
preached to them." This is not the answer John expected since his question implied that he
expected Jesus to do more - such as freeing him. Jesus without putting it into words is telling
John not to have some fancies concerning Him and not to look for some speedy triumph of
divine power or some great earthly manifestation of a Kingdom. Later in His life Jesus would
put into words: "My kingdom is not of this world." When John's disciples left, Jesus turned to
the crowd and told them that John is the "Messenger" of God foretold in Malachi 3:1 and also
the prophet foretold in Malachi 4:5,6. He extols John as being the equal of any prophet who
lived before him: "Truly I say to you, among them born of women there has not risen a greater
than John the Baptist: not withstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he. And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth
violence, and the violent take it by force." St. John the Baptist has great honor in the Orthodox
Church. His ikon is near to that of Christ's on the ikonostasis. In the Proskomidia or
Preparation, a particle is taken from a loaf just after that of the Mother of God. He is ranked in
the first level of the nine ranks of saints. He has two major feast days; His Nativity and His
Beheading. His Nativity is observed on June 24/July 7. John's imprisonment and doubt




discussed in this article should be read about in Matthew 11:2-15 and Luke 7:18-30. There is
wonderful comfort for those troubled with unwilling doubts in the thought that even one so
holy and pure as St. John was not exempt from this sore trial. Jesus discussion after the
disciples left to report to John might even have served as a defense against any people that
bore suspicions about St. John's power of endurance or doubts about his constancy.

By Fr. Basil Stroyen

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COMPLIANCE

ALL volunteers must meet Archeparchial, State and Federal requirements (safe
environment training, State Police and Child Abuse clearances) in order to help in any capacity
at our church activities and events! Every parish is required to submit a list of our volunteers to
our Archeparchial Safe Environment Coordinator, Heather Hatfield. You will be contacted by
Heather informing you what clearances that you need to obtain. For more information or
assistance in obtaining the proper clearances, please contact Fr. Andrew.

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

All Employees and volunteers who have identified, suspected, or self-reported child
abuse by any person should immediately report the incident to ChildLine at 1-800-932-0313
and then complete the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania CY 47 form.

After the report is made to ChildLine, the reporting individual must then notify the
Archbishop’s Office of the mandated report in writing, via a copy of the CY 47 form. Chancery
phone number: 412-231-4000.

A CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

Metropolitan William and the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh will honor all those couples
celebrating their milestone wedding anniversary of 10, 15, 20, 25, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65 or
beyond years during this calendar year of 2025. The Archieparchial celebration will take place
at St. Elias Church, Munhall on Sunday, 20 September 2026 at 3 PM.

Please inform the Parish Office, by July 26, if you are celebrating one of these
milestone anniversaries this year, so that your names can be submitted to the Chancery. Thank
you in advance for your prompt attention to this.

CALLING ALL GRADUATES
Our Parish Family would like to honor all of our 2026 graduates from High School,
College, Graduate School, etc. on Sunday, June 28. Please inform us of the names of our
graduates, high school/college of graduation, degree/major by dropping a note in the collection
basket by Sunday, June 21.

ANNUAL BYZANTINE CATHOLIC FAMILY DAY AT KENNYWOOD

Thursday, July 28, 2026. Discounted tickets may be purchased through the GCU:
https://gcuusa.com/kennywood-summer-discount-tickets-registration-form/ Admission tickets
must be prepaid. Discounted tickets are good all summer long.




Attentive to the Y¢/ovd

4" Sunday after Pentecost
Romans 6:18-23
Matthew 8:5-13

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if all of our prayers were answered immediately,
specifically, and completely? No more aspirin. If we got sick, all we’d need to do was to
pray for healing. When money got tight, all we’d need to do would be to ask for a celestial
loan. Arguments and broken relationships would be a thing of the past. All we would need
to do was to offer a word of prayer and the other person would immediately see things our
way. Talk about heaven on earth!

The story of the Centurion and his servant, when taken at face value, appears to
convey this message. A non-church person approaches Jesus and makes a request. Jesus
immediately answers, and even does so from a distance. The lesson seems simple
enough—pray and God will answer. The problem is that it doesn’t jive with everyday
reality. We do pray, but our prayers aren’t always answered immediately nor in the way
that we requested.

We must go a little deeper into the story, if we are to understand the message that
it is attempting to communicate to us.

The Centurion is probably a “god fearer.” These were people who accepted the
beliefs of Judaism, but didn’t officially become Jews. As a Roman soldier, it would not
have been possible for the man to publicly deny the official state religion. We do know
that the soldier was sincere in his faith. Other gospels have Jews listing his benevolent acts
to Jesus in an effort to convince Jesus to come to his aid.

As a soldier, the man understood authority. He had people below him who did his
will, and he had people above him whose will he did.

The man realized who Jesus was. Jesus was the God of creation and was over all.
Jesus was not some tribal deity who was only interested in the narrow interests of the
group from whom he was God. Nor was Jesus one of the lesser deities like Apollo or
Venus who were lords of only one specific area of life. The Centurion knew that Jesus was
King of kings and Lord of lords.



We confess this truth in the Apostles’ Creed when we say, “I believe in God the
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. We understand and place our faith in the
truth that there is no god, authority, or power in the entire universe that is greater than the
God whom we worship.

We not only learn that God is the God of all creation—God of gods, and Lord of
lords—from the story, we also learn that God is a loving God.

There is a common saying that goes, “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.” We look at people like Hitler, Stalin and we know that this saying it true.

This saying, however, is not true of God. Though God is all-powerful and above
all gods, God is a loving God.

Jesus responds to the soldier’s request, immediately. Jesus responds in love. Jesus
is even sensitive to the inferiority that the man feels and makes known in his request for
Jesus not to come to his home. To enter into his home would make Jesus unclean, and the
man saw himself to be a gentile—a person who was outside the family of God.

The Centurion’s faith is commendable. He understood who Jesus was, and that
miracles transcend time and space. He was capable of resting in the love and power of
Jesus. Still, the real focus is on Jesus’ authority and love.

The story of the centurion and his servant boldly proclaims God’s power and love
to us. God not only responds to our needs because of God’s love for us, but God also uses
God’s power in a loving way.

We know what it is like to use our power and force someone to do something
against his or her will. Our will is done, but usually at the cost of a relationship. God
moves in our lives and in the world always respecting relationships and seeking to draw
people into a closer relationship with him. God uses God’s power to invite, nudge and
encourage rather than to force, push, or demand.

An indirect use of power means that answers come slower and usually in a
roundabout manner. Answers to still come, though. God still moves in a powerful and in a
loving manner.

Heaven on earth is not having God answer all of our prayers immediately,
specifically and powerfully. In fact, if this were to happen, our world might be turned into
a living hell.

Living in the Kingdom of God, however, does mean that we walk and have a
relationship with a powerful and loving God who hears our prayers and answers them,
while at the same time always invites us into a closer relationship with him, a deeper
commitment, and more faithful service.
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