210 Greentree Road
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Email: stiohnsbyzantinecathedral@gmail.com

Metropolitan Archbishop William C. Skurla, D.D.
Very Reverend Amdrew J. Deskevich, Kector

5™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST June 28, 2026
Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services

Saturday, June 27 5:00 PM +Dale Hinkle by Audrey Hinkle
Special Birthday Intentions of Nancy Cifrulak by Friends on
Oakwood Dr.
Sunday, June 28  9:00 AM +Eleanor Chekan by Chekan Family
+Paul Chervenak by Darlene & Family
3:00 PM Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving by Fr. Nicholas Krivacs

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 4 pages 141 - 142

Web Liturgy for Week of June 28 is sponsored by
Mary Ann Wentz

Sanctuary Candle is lit from June 28 - July 11
In memory of +Joseph Smykla & + Michael Koval by Bernie & Helen Koval

FEAST OF PETER AND PAUL PRIME APOSTLES - OBLIGATION
Monday, June 29, 6:30 PM +Michael T. & +Olga Chr lak by Cathy Ann Chr

6™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, July 4 5:00 PM Health of Adam Baird by Meg & Shawn Condon
Sunday, July 5 9:00 AM +Michael Szerbin by Michele May



ALMSGIVING

During the Great Fast, a specific cause was not supported for almsgiving. In addition,
we have now completed the Apostles Fast. This past week a specific cause has come to light.
On June 24, a fire devastated the home of Tom and Rosemary Slobodnyk in West Mifflin.
They lost everything. Tom and Rosemary support ALL of our functions here at the Cathedral.
They also attend services throughout the year. They are good friends of Tim and Carol Oriss.

As an almsgiving project for our parish, we are collecting gift cards for local eateries:
Bravo, Applebees, Chilis, Red Lobster, Olive Garden, Canes Chicken, Firehouse Subs, etc. In
addition gift cards for Giant Eagle, Target, Kohl’s, etc. The house is a total loss and they have
nothing at this time and have to start from scratch for everything.

In addition a benefit has been planned for July 26, 2026 at 6 PM at Mulligans Sports
Bar and Grill, 1013 Lebanon Road, West Mifflin. There will be a basket auction, 50/50 and a
great opportunity to support this local family.

A CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

Metropolitan William and the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh will honor all those couples
celebrating their milestone wedding anniversary of 10, 15, 20, 25, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65 or
beyond years during this calendar year of 2025. The Archieparchial celebration will take place
at St. Elias Church, Munhall on Sunday, 20 September 2026 at 3 PM.

Please inform the Parish Office, by July 26, if you are celebrating one of these
milestone anniversaries this year, so that your names can be submitted to the Chancery. Thank
you in advance for your prompt attention to this.

MANY YEARS 2026 GRADUATES

Our Parish Family extends its prayer best wishes to Nathan Simko who graduated
from Serra Catholic High School. May he grow in faith and be protected under God’s
wings. May God bless his future endeavors, and may God grant to him many blessed years!

ANNUAL BYZANTINE CATHOLIC FAMILY DAY AT KENNYWOOD

Thursday, July 28, 2026. Discounted tickets may be purchased through the GCU:
https://gcuusa.com/kennywood-summer-discount-tickets-registration-form/ Admission tickets
must be prepaid. Discounted tickets are good all summer long.

DOCUMENTARY

Logos TV of Presov, Slovakia has produced a documentary of Archbishop William
which was launched on June 1, for his 70th birthday. The link to view the video is:
https://youtu.be/zZHEwgH6BD 1¢



OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $8,641.00
Maintenance Fund 689.00
Holy Day 177.00
Peter’s Pence 15.00
Candles 52.80
Loose Cash 45.00
Cemetery 120.00
TOTAL $9,739.80

Live Stream: $100 by Joseph & Susan Korinchak

Special Donation: In honor of Nancy Cifrulak’s Birthday by Gary & Betsy VanSickle
Special Cemetery Donation: $100 by Bernadette Koval

Special Donation: $100 by Smith Family

Special Donation in memory of Lorraine Dumblosky: $60 by Nancy Cifrulak

In person Attendance: Saturday, June 20: 44; Sunday, June 21: 81
Feast of the Nativity of John the Baptist: 24

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, June 20: N/A; Sunday, June 21: N/A
Feast of the Nativity of John the Baptist: 9

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS

AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara Seman,
Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang, Suzie (Wargo)
Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal, Paul Cherep, Nancy
Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion Mamula, Edward
Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko, Carter Pierce, Michele
Morgan

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
1 John Hoblack

2 Ethel B. Wahal

3 Luke Pasternak




AAttentive to the )¢/ ord

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Romans 10: 1-10
Matthew 8:28 - 9:3

The healing of the two men possessed by evil spirits should have been an occasion
of great rejoicing. But the response from the inhabitants of the Gadarene area was just the
opposite. They focused on the material loss, the herd of swine. We heard that the “whole
herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea where they drowned.” The swineherds fled
into the town and reported the whole event to the people of the town. They told them how
the demoniacs were cured and at a great material loss. The whole town then comes out to
meet the Lord Jesus and they beg Him to leave their locality. Indeed the people of that
town were much too concerned about the material loss. Instead of rejoicing over the
healing of the two men possessed, they, out of fear, beg Jesus to depart. What they had not
noticed or to them was of little concern was how previously two were so savage that no
one could travel by that road.

What a marvel to see these two men now of sound mind. Each and every human
person is valuable and precious in the eyes of the Lord. Each one of us has been created in
the image and likeness of God. This healing had manifested that the power of the Lord
God is Almighty, all-powerful. The Lord God has the power even over the evil spirits, the
demons. With His word of command: Go! Depart!, the evil spirits come out of the two
men possessed and enter the swine and the whole herd of swine rushed down the steep
bank into the sea where they drowned.

Evil is real. It is a power to be reckoned with. Whenever encountering evil, we are
to say “no” to evil. For the source of evil is the devil and never God, the All-Good One.
The devil seeks to tempt us to turn away from God. And whenever one turns away from
God and does not seek to follow the Holy Will of God, he or she commits a sin. Some sins
are less serious than others. Serious, grievous sins affect our personal relationship with
Our Lord God and Savior, Jesus Christ and endanger our destination for all eternity.

We all are sinners and humbly seek the forgiveness of God and repent, seeking to
better live the life God calls us — to fulfill the unique mission given to each of us. With the
Lord’s help, His graces and blessings, we face the hardships that we may now encounter
on earth. But it is simply unthinkable that any one of us would outright reject the Lord as
did those inhabitants of the Gadarene district.
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