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210 Greentree Road
Munhall, Pennsylvania 15120

Telephone 412-461-0944 ¢ Center 412-462-7130
Email: stjohnsbyzantinecathedral@gmail.com

Metrcyoofitan ﬂrcﬁﬁisﬁojo William C. Skurla, D.D.
Very Reverend Andrew . Deskevich, Rector

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory to Him Forever!

Schedule of Divine Services

9t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST July 26, 2026

Saturday, July 25 5:00 PM +Josephine Stagon by Family
+Michael Totin, Jr. & +Christine Colorito by Mary Ellen Totin
Sunday, July 26 9:00 AM +Robert Myers by Meg & Shawn Condon

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 8 pages 161 - 163

Web Liturgy for Week of July 26 is sponsored by
Raymond Perhach

Sanctuary Candle is lit from July 26 - August 8
In memory of +Paul & +Eleanor Chekan by Chekan Family

Monday, July 27 8:30 AM +Halsband & +Gutilla Families by Family

Tuesday, July 28 8:30 AM Special intention of Hayley, Cade & Helen Checque by Family
Thursday, July 30 8:30 AM +Cook & +Loran Families by Family

Friday, July 31 8:30 AM +LaRosa & +Wilson Families by Family

10" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, August 1 5:00 PM +Irene J. & +Clarence Hornak by Sandy Hornak
Sunday, August 2 9:00 AM +Margaret Tima by Carol & Janet Szott



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS

AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Nancy Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion
Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko,
Carter Pierce, Michele Morgan, Joe Volkay, Joel Stein

ltalicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
27  Michael & Allison Aubele (Anniversary)

29  Austin Banks

29  Martin Bovee, Jr.

29  Darlene Chervenak

30 Michele May

31 Andrew G. Hornyak

31 Jennifer Kovatch

In person Attendance: Saturday, July 18: 50; Sunday, July 19: 39
Feast of St. Elias: 13

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, July 18: 27; Sunday, July 19: 44
Feast of St. Elias: 8

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,607.00
Maintenance Fund 480.00
Holy Day 287.00
Peter’s Pence 300.00
Candles 62.00
Loose Cash 65.00
Cemetery 500.00
TOTAL $4,301.00

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



RELICS OF THE SAINTS

St. John Cathedral is now the home of the relics of two saints, St. Hyacinth and St.
Maximina. The Archeparchy has been given custody of their relics and they rest in our
chapel. You are invited to pray before them and to venerate their sacred relics. A detail of
their life will be published in next week’s bulletin.

FIRE VICTIMS BENEFIT

A benefit has been planned for Tom and Rosemary Slobodnyk, who lost their
house to a fire on June 24. The benefit will take place at Mulligans Sports Bar and Grill,
1013 Lebanon Road, West Mifflin on July 26, 2026 at 6 PM. There will be a basket
auction, 50/50 and a great opportunity to support this local family.

“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” has a limited variety of frozen foods available . We have
quarts of Halushki & Stuffed Cabbage, Stuffed Pepper, Pasta Fagioli, Spinach Orzo,
Potato Green Bean, Spinach Bean soups and Chili for $7. Stuffed Cabbage: Y2 dozen for
820 and 1 dozen for $36. Available items are located in the freezer in the Cry Room.

SUMMER CONCERT

The Fast Wind Symphonic Band will hold a concert on August 16, 2026 from
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM in the Cathedral Center. Come on out to enjoy an array of popular
tunes, uplifting marches, wind band arrangements and Broadway favorites! Invite your
family and friends to join you.

PARISH PICNIC

Sunday, August 16, 2026 has been set aside for a Parish Picnic. The picnic will
be held on our Cathedral property. More details will be forthcoming. Keep the date open
to enjoy a time of fellowship with your Parish Family. We hope to see all of you there!

Saintliness...
The road to saintliness may be achieved by simply being sensitive to the feelings,
opinions, wants and needs of others and seeing in them the image of Christ.

Feed your faith and your doubts will starve to death.

God does not judge us by the acts of our past, but by the true desires of our
hearts. Luke 15:1-3, 11-32



DORMITION FAST

On Aug. 1 we begin a two-week fast in honor of the Holy Theotokos, in
preparation for the celebration of her holy Dormition (falling asleep). Our fast ends on
August 14th the day we celebrate the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos.

Storms, changes, disasters, and adversities deprive us of calmness, peace, joy and
conciliation. They accompany a person as a constant reminder that everything is
temporary in this world. Everything is impermanent.

Without inner peace and silence, it is impossible to hear God and eternity. The
voice of eternity is bright and beautiful, but not everyone is able to hear it.

External silence is not enough for this. We need inner silence. Only if we reach
inner silence, we begin to hear the things that were previously inaccessible to us.

The Dormition fast teaches us silence. It was established providentially at the very
end of summer, when ripe fruits are harvested and the results are summed up. This is a
time of peaceful contemplation of the surrounding beauty, unhurried admiration for it.

The series of feasts of the Dormition fast creates a special mood and reminds us of
the greatness of humility and bearing of the cross.

The Lord leads us along the earthly path and prepares us for the main meeting. The
Most Holy Theotokos showed us this path with Her life: complete humility before the will
of God, trust in Him, readiness to bear the destined cross, and reverence for the Lord and
His word.

Any fast is voluntary. A person cannot be saved, if he or she doesn’t want it. A
lifebuoy thrown to a drowning person does not lead to salvation if it is not accepted by this
person. In the same way, fasting will not be beneficial, it will not bring joy, if there is no
inner conscious desire to keep the fast.

Fasting is a temporary withdrawal from the world, withdrawal into oneself.
Disconnection from the raging information flow that burns our strengths and nerves.

Being in silence, being filled with silence, and rethinking our life are essential
conditions for spiritual life.

May the time of the Dormition fast become beneficial and healing for our souls.
Let no news throw us off balance. May the light of the feast day of the Dormition of the
Most Holy Theotokos illuminate our path, inspire and comfort us.

Lord, help me remember that today | can either influence others toward Christ...or
repel them.

In the midst of my rushed life, Lord, give me patience to wait on You to act in Your
own perfect timing.



Attentive to the Y4/ovd

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Corinthians 3: 9-17
Matthew 14: 22-34

Our Gospel reading this morning talks about the apostles’ struggle with fear as a
raging storm tosses their boat like a cork on the churning sea. Now fear could be a good
thing or it can be a bad thing. It can cripple us or it can be a lifesaver. Someone once said
that a good scare is worth more to a person than good advice. You can advise someone to
stop smoking, but a bout of emphysema might accomplish that faster. If you have had a
stroke or heart attack, and survived, then you know how your life changed from that
moment on. If we have a strong faith in God, it can help us overcome fear and replace it
with courage. That is what happened to St. Peter in our Gospel reading this morning.

While Jesus was praying on the mountain, the disciples were in a boat trying to
cross the sea. The sea was rough so they had to battle a heavy storm. The waves were
tossing their boat about like a child’s toy. However, Jesus was aware of their predicament.
Jesus knew that the storm was about to strike and He deliberately sent His Disciples into
it! Jesus allowed them to fend for themselves for a while to test their metal, to prepare
them for their task ahead. After the disciples fought the storm for a while, very early in the
morning they saw someone coming toward them, walking on water. They thought it was a
ghost and it frightened them until Jesus spoke up and said, "It is I. Do not be afraid."

It was Simon Peter's boldness and courage, ironically that led to his fearful panic.
From the boat he said, "Lord, if it is really you, tell me to come to you across the water."
Jesus said, "Come." Confidently Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water
towards Jesus. As long as he kept his eyes on Jesus, everything was fine. As soon as he
took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the huge waves ready to swallow him, Peter's faith
failed him, and filled with fear, he almost drowned. But notice what he did to alleviate his
predicament. He cried out for help when fear overtook him and his faith saved him. After
saving Peter, Jesus got into the boat and the storm died down. When the storm ceased, the
disciples acknowledged Jesus as God's Son.

Simon Peter was a man of many moods, many strengths, and many weaknesses.
That such a loose cannon, such an unpredictable character could be transformed into the
personification of the Christian faith is astounding.

So what does this Gospel have to do with you and me today? Living out here on
the prairies, it’s not likely that we will ever be caught in a storm at sea. But, this Gospel
reading is not about raging storms or boats about to sink. Nor is it about Jesus walking on
water, although this miracle really catches our attention for it defies physics.



As you know, Jesus performed many other miracles, which were also astounding. So why
is this Gospel so important? Matthew wrote this to a Church that was going through
difficult times.

The main point that Matthew wants to draw our attention to is the “fear” that
overtook the apostles in the boat. Matthew may have included this story in the Bible
because the early Church went through many growing pains, trials and tribulation at the
outset. When Jesus launched the infant Church into the world, He did it through His
Apostles. The Apostles went forward with the good news, but they struggled with fierce
opposition. First, the Jewish officials opposed them. Then they were opposed by the pagan
culture, and finally by the Roman government. The opposition grew to what seemed like
hurricane level and looked like it was threatening their very existence. Matthew may have
remembered what happened in the boat and this was a way of reminding them that their
fate did not lie in human hands. Christ, who had sent them out was superior to any storm
they might encounter along the way, and they should not be afraid.

So if the early church needed to be reminded of this, perhaps we do, also. In a
democratic society, the Christian faith is secure. We worship where and how we choose
without fear of reprisals. But it doesn’t mean that the sea is calm and we can sail smoothly
along. Because of our diverse culture, governments are trying to cater to the many various
religions in our society by not catering to any of them at all. Schools and government
offices have pushed religion off their premises. In doing so, they drove all religions into
the head winds that impede progress. Storms of adversity are still a part of the Christian
experience. When they come, we still feel what the disciples felt that night in the boat,
helpless in the face of forces over which we have no control. Fear is a threat to all the
things that make life enjoyable. This is why the call to "fear not" appears so often in the
Bible. So, how can we overcome that uneasy feeling of fear? What is faith's answer to
fear? Is there a sure way to cope with fear?

Many ascribe to the notion that courage casts out fear. That may be true to a point.
Eventually however, we all encounter fears that are stronger than our courage. Courage,
like gasoline, soon runs out. We were brave when we climbed a ladder to the top of the
house to retrieve a Frisbee. Or we squelched our fear when we got a needle from the
visiting nurse in school. But what happens when it comes to the threat of dying or losing
someone we love dearly? Bravery may not be enough. What is needed is a strong faith in
God to overcome those fears.

Notice what happened to Peter. By faith, Peter was able to walk on water.
Although his faith faltered momentarily, but he overcame his fear and accepted his
Master's promise that faith can move mountains. Our faith is small and weak, but Jesus
promised that the merest particle of faith can move mountains. Let us always remain
steadfast in that mountain-moving faith, through Christ our Lord. The only antidote to
such fear is faith in the One who has overcome the world.
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