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Munhall, Pennsylvania 15120
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Very Reverend Andrew . Deskevich, Rector

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory to Him Forever!
Schedule of Divine Services

SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE SIX ECUMENICAL COUNCILS
July 19, 2026
Saturday, July 18 5:00 PM +Elizabeth Martin by Basil & Barbara Wahal
Sunday, July 19 9:00 AM +Margaret Kostovney by Dolores Zoretich

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 7 pages 156 - 157 & pages 341 - 342

Web Liturgy for Week of July 19 is sponsored by
Frank & Eileen Chiprich

Sanctuary Candle is lit from July 12 - 25
In memory of +Edward Borsh by Agnes Borsh

Feast of Great Prophet Elias
Monday, July 20  9:00 AM +Julia Cherevka by Srsic & Lutte Family

Friday, July 24 8:30 AM +Helen & +Francis Ribarchak by Family

9th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, July 25 5:00 PM +Josephine Stagon by Family

+Michael Totin, Jr. & +Christine Colorito by Mary Ellen Totin
Sunday, July 26 9:00 AM +Robert Myers by Meg & Shawn Condon




OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $2,255.00
Maintenance Fund 559.00
Holy Day 10.00
Peter’s Pence 100.00
Candles 75.00
Loose Cash 60.00
TOTAL $3,059.00

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.

In person Attendance: Saturday, July 11: 48; Sunday, July 12: 56
Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, July 11: 18; Sunday, July 12: 55

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS

AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Nancy Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion
Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko,
Carter Pierce, Michele Morgan, Joe Volkay, Joel Stein

ltalicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
19 Arden Bovee

19 Robert & Claire Hildenbrand (Anniversary)

21 Kim Cosgrove

24 Peter & Kristy Giglione (Anniversary)

25 Kiristie Cosgrove

25 Ernest Varhola

WELCOME BISHOP NIL

Our Parish Family would like to welcome Bishop Nil (Lushchak), Auxiliary
Bishop of the Eparchy of Mukachevo, Ukraine who is visiting the Archeparchy for the
next two months. He will be staying at the Cathedral and will be celebrating Liturgies
throughout his time here. Please make him feel welcome.




FIRE VICTIMS BENEFIT

A benefit has been planned for Tom and Rosemary Slobodnyk, who lost their
house to a fire on June 24. The benefit will take place at Mulligans Sports Bar and Grill,
1013 Lebanon Road, West Mifflin on July 26, 2026 at 6 PM. There will be a basket
auction, 50/50 and a great opportunity to support this local family.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY VENDOR/CRAFT SHOW
Saturday, July 25, 2026, 10 AM — 4 PM. St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, 903 Ann
St., Homestead. Basket Auction, Café Nikolai and Bake Sale.

ANNUAL BYZANTINE CATHOLIC FAMILY DAY AT KENNYWOOD

Thursday, July 23, 2026. Discounted tickets may be purchased through the GCU:
https://gcuusa.com/kennywood-summer-discount-tickets-registration-form/ Admission
tickets must be prepaid. Discounted tickets are good all summer long.

“CATHEDRAL KITCHEN”

The “Kathedral Kitchen” has a limited variety of frozen foods available . We have
quarts of Halushki & Stuffed Cabbage, Stuffed Pepper, Pasta Fagioli, Spinach Orzo,
Potato Green Bean, Spinach Bean soups and Chili for $7. Stuffed Cabbage: Y2 dozen for
820 and 1 dozen for $36. Available items are located in the freezer in the Cry Room.

CATHEDRAL CENTER CLEANING/REORGANIZING

Saturday, July 25, 2026 has been set aside to do some extra cleaning and
reorganizing at the Cathedral Center. The day will begin at 9 AM. No matter what time or
for how long your help will be greatly appreciated.

SUMMER CONCERT

The Fast Wind Symphonic Band will hold a concert on August 16, 2026 from
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM in the Cathedral Center. Come on out to enjoy an array of popular
tunes, uplifting marches, wind band arrangements and Broadway favorites! Invite your
family and friends to join you.

Lord, help me not to be afraid, because you are with me.
Show me how to think good things and not on things that will produce fear.
Fear is an enemy of my heart and mind.
Help me to not let it steal the peace and joy of my life.



HOLY GREAT PROPHET ELIAS

The holy prophet Elias is remarkable among the prophets and fathers for many
reasons. Our Church has reflected often on the life of this great prophet, marveling at his
power over nature and his boldness before God and men. The texts for this feast call him
the second fore-runner, and pure one.

He is a fore-runner of the coming of Christ, a figure of John the fore-runner, and of
the Savior himself. He stands between God and man, calling all to faith and fidelity.
Against idolatry and injustice, he is an uncompromising prophet of singular dedication.

Reflecting upon Elias' ascension in the chariot of fire, we see that Elias is not yet
dead, but has ascended bodily into heaven. But all men must die, so his earthly mission
must not yet be complete. So, we answer that Elias will return before the second coming
of Christ, acting as a 'second fore-runner'. Elias will call us to prepare for the great day of
the Lord's return. Then, it is said, he will suffer martyrdom, and die, giving his life in
witness to the presence of the Lord.

But that is not Elias' only mission. In the canon for the feast, the prophet is called
'pure one', a title we hear often in reference to Mary the Mother of God (the Most Pure
One) whom he also prefigures. Elias led a life of ascetic prayer, fasting on Carmel,
wandering in the desert, wrapped in stillness upon Horeb. Our Orthodox Church has seen
him also as a fore-runner of the Mother of God, because Elias in virginity and purity
became, in the flesh, worthy of the vision of God's presence. Elias upon the mountain,
fasting and praying, has become the icon of the hesychast at prayer. Not in earthquake,
mighty wind, or many words; but in the "sound of sheer silence" Elias has encountered
God. And this miracle while yet in the flesh! Even today, Elias stands in the body, before
the throne of God in heaven. How is this possible? We do not know, but we are glad to
wonder, at God whose generosity seems beyond all we might hope for.

Those of the East, who practice prayer of stillness, hesychastic prayer, see in the
holy prophet proof, that yet in this life, yet in the body, God can reveal his glory to his
servants. Those who in purity of heart, and inner stillness, wait upon God and yearn to
enter into the his presence are filled with hope as they recall the gifts given to this prophet.
Elias has known in the flesh the fulfillment of the beatitudes, for 'pure in heart, he sees
God'.

Silence is discovered by those who know purity of heart. Purity of heart is the
crown of the passions conquered. The weapons for this battle are the practice of the
virtues and asceticism. This road is formidable and often frightening (Elias found it
terrifying), but the journey's end is knowledge of God.

The 'Praises’ of the Feast of Elias sums up this spiritual journey, for Elias who "by
conquering of the passions" is brought into God's presence. An "angel in the flesh" and a
"heavenly man" he dwells among the saints.



Attentive to the Y4/ovd

Sunday of the Fathers of the
Six Ecumenical Councils
Hebrews 13: 7-1
John 17: 1-13

There is a widespread temptation to view the Christian faith as if it were a set of
facts or propositions which a person has only to learn in order to be saved, but this is
actually a very wrong understanding of Christianity. Christianity is not a collection of
information, it is a relationship with the living God Who has revealed Himself to mankind
throughout history in His actions and, above all, in the person of Jesus Christ, the God-
Man. We attain eternal life by making His life a part of our life, not just by learning about
Him in an academic way.

Because we could not all live at the times when God was revealing Himself to
mankind, the record of that revelation has been collected and put in written form in the
Bible or Holy Scriptures. This written record enables us to learn enough about what God
is like and what He expects from us to encourage us to come into contact with Him and
begin getting to know Him. But it is not enough just to read about Him; we must also
acquire His life inside us, which we do by becoming a part of His Body, the Church, in
Baptism and Holy Communion. In the Scriptures God gives us enough revelation of
Himself to let us know what He is like and to provide correction for us when we mistake
our own desires and will for His: We can see objectively what He expects of us, so when
the Evil One tempts us with false ideas of what God wants from us, we can overcome
them by checking them against the Holy Scriptures. The Scriptures are not intended,
though, to answer all questions we might have about God or about life in general; they
give us as much knowledge about God as we need to become acquainted with Him
personally, but they are not given to satisfy the demands of our curiosity, although many
Roman Catholics and Fundamentalist Protestants seem to misunderstand this point.
Because the Scriptures are not a total, scholastic presentation of all the truth about God
and our relationship with Him, there have been times throughout history when men have
misinterpreted them to justify following their own ways, instead of God's. At such times
we need a clarification of what God's revelation really means so that we are not deceived
by such lies. At these times the Body of Christ, the Church, has to act to explain, amplify,
and clarify the revelation of God.

The means by which God's revelation is clarified is called an Ecumenical Council,
in which representatives of the Church assemble under the direct guidance of the Holy



Spirit and explain the true meaning of the Holy Scriptures on the point under dispute. In
fact, it was the Holy Spirit working through just such councils which initially determined
which books were to be included in the Holy Scriptures, since Satan had tried to deceive
us by inspiring the creation of false gospels and apostolic writings full of lies about God
and His character. A council is not assembled to prepare vast amounts of academic
teaching on man's relationship with God; its purpose is not the satisfaction of our curiosity
about God; rather, it is called to eliminate a specific error or lie about God's nature and His
relationship with us. If this lie is not stamped out, it will make it impossible for men to
come to know and serve the living God. Councils also leave directions about how we
should live if we are to please God and serve Him as He wants; these directions or rules of
life are called "canons" and are also prepared under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Now, how can we know if a given council is really an Ecumenical Council, that is,
one we can rely on to give us the truth about God? We cannot tell by its size, by the
number and variety of bishops who take part in it, by its acceptance by the Pope of Rome
or other Patriarchs and Church leaders, or even by its claim "to be an Ecumenical Council.
No; the primary criterion for telling if a council is a true one is to see if its teaching agrees
with the Scriptures and the teachings of all previous Ecumenical Councils. Since God
Himself is unchanging, the truth about Him cannot change; it may have to be clarified
from time to time, which is the purpose of a council, but no council can change what has
been taught about God by the Holy Scriptures and earlier Ecumenical Councils. A valid
council will deal only with a limited, immediate problem in the teaching about God and
our relationship with Him, and it will make the minimal clarification necessary to preserve
us from errors in our attempt to follow God and make our lives conform to His. The most
reliable of all the means of deciding if a council is a true one is its acceptance by the Body
of Christ as a whole: Its teaching must agree with that of the saints who have been
glorified in the past by God's grace and must be accepted by those who are following God
now and know Him in reality. Those who truly know God and follow Him as their guide
will recognize the truth of the teachings of the councils, because they will see that the
council is saying what they know to be true of God. In this way the Holy Spirit guides and
directs the whole Body of Christ to accept the teachings of certain councils as being the
truth about God, and it is those councils which we call Ecumenical. Because they have
correctly understood and presented a necessary clarification about man's relationship to
God and about God Himself, we should also take their rules of life, their canons, seriously,
even though they do not have the same infallible and unchanging character as do the
councils' dogmatic teachings. The Body of Christ is a living body, just as God is the living
God; and so, inspired by the Holy Spirit Who is its source of life, it acts through its
councils to guide us into the truth we need if we are to follow the true God and come to
eternal life with Him.
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