St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Cathedral
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210 Greentree Road
Munhall, Pennsylvania 15120
Telephone 412-461-0944 ¢ Center 412-462-7130
Email: stjohnsbyzantinecathedral@gmail.com

‘Metro]ooﬁmn ‘ercﬁﬁisﬁqp William C. Skurla, D.D.
Very Reverend Andrew . Deskevich, Rector

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory to Him Forever!
11t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST August 9, 2026

Schedule of Divine Services
Saturday, August 8 5:00 PM Deceased members of Cosgrove (+Robert, +Maryhelen,
+Keith & +Keily; Michalchik (+Michael & +Helen);
Suchta (+Dolores) Families by Kim & Kristie Cosgrove
Sunday, August9 9:00 AM 40™ Anniversary Blessings for Steve & Janine Tima by Family

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 2 pages 130 - 132 & Pages 346 - 351

Web Liturgy for Week of August 9 is sponsored by
Timothy & AnnaMarie Byers in memory of +Dorothy Byers

Sanctuary Candle is lit from August 9 - 22
Health & well-being of Lorraine Brock by MM Nicholas S. Havrilla & Family

Monday, August 10  8:30 AM +Kudrik & +Kuntz Families by Family

Wednesday, August 12 6:30 PM Slavonic Divine Liturgy
+George & +Anna Checque by Family

FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS - Obligation
Friday, August 14  6:30 PM +Lorraine Dumblosky by Beverly Vatral




12t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Saturday, August 15 5:00 PM +Fr. Dennis Bogda by +Pat Ivan

Sunday, August 16 9:00 AM 25™ Anniversary Blessings for Teresa Sekel & Bob
Shrum by Kathleen Zavada & Jacki Basalla

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS

AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Nancy Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion
Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko,
Joe Volkay, Joel Stein, Francine Votedian, Andrew Votedian

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
9 Nicholas Oriss

9 Steve & Janine Tima (Anniversary)

9 Paulette Winowich

10 David & Lauren Pavasko (Anniversary)

15 Andrew & Marjorie Glaid (Anniversary)

In person Attendance: Saturday, August 1: 40; Sunday, August 2: 67
Feast of Transfiguration: evening: 305 morning: 18

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, August 1: 24; Sunday, August 2: 57
Feast of Transfiguration: evening: 13 5 morning: 8

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $4,094.00
Maintenance Fund 659.00
Holy Day 262.00
Candles 62.00
Loose Cash 20.00
Cemetery 210.00
TOTAL $5,307.00

Special Donation: $250 by Ken & Kate Varhola, Connor and Ella, for the health &
well-being of Ernest & Mary Ann Varhola




BLESSING OF FLOWERS

On the Feast of the Dormition in the Byzantine Church we bless flowers, not simply
because they were found in the tomb of the Virgin, but because they are the seeds of next year's
plantings. What we see in any bloom now is the seed of another one to come, and therefore a
strong symbol of resurrection. Besides seeds, we also bless herbs on this day. The prayers
speak of all these things, flowers, herbs and seeds, as medicine. There is a healing that comes
from death, as contradictory as that might sound. St. Gregory Nyssa once referred to death as
"the final remedy." Things which cannot be set right in this world can be made right in the
next. Bring your flowers to the Church for blessing. Flowers will be blessed after each
Divine Liturgy.

PARISH PICNIC

Sunday, August 16, 2026 has been set aside for a Parish Picnic. The picnic will be held on
our Cathedral property. More details will be forthcoming. We will provide the main entrees
and side dishes. Those in attendance are asked to bring desserts or other munchies. Keep the
date open to enjoy a time of fellowship with your Parish Family. We hope to see all of you
there!

SUMMER CONCERT

The East Wind Symphonic Band will hold a concert on August 16, 2026 from 3:00
PM to 5:00 PM in the Cathedral Center. Come on out to enjoy an array of popular tunes,
uplifting marches, wind band arrangements and Broadway favorites! Invite your family and
friends to join you.

EXTERIOR PAINTING

The stucco on the Cathedral Center is in need of painting. It has never been repainted
since it was built over 40 years ago. The stucco on the Cathedral Church has faded
considerably and will be repainted as well. Both buildings will be painted the same colors for
consistency with the complex. Work is expected to begin in a couple of weeks.

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO MOUNT SAINT MACRINA

The Sisters of St. Basil the Great are pleased to announce that the Annual Pilgrimage in honor
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help will be held at Mount St. Macrina on Friday, September 4
through Monday September 7, 2026.

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 26/27 Stuffed Cabbage Dinner

October 17 Fall Craft Show

November 15 Basket Extravaganza

December 6 St. Nicholas Seminary Benefit Dinner

December 13 Christmas Concert by East Winds Symphonic Band

December 20 Parish Christmas Brunch



Attentive to the Y4/ovd

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
1 Corinthians 9: 2-12
Matthew 18: 23-35

Peter's question concerning forgiveness probably arose because of ill-treatment by
others either toward himself or toward the Lord. His was a logical and responsible
question in view of the fact that the pagan world had no place for the word "forgiveness"
in its vocabulary. His suggestion that a person might forgive a repeated offender as many
as seven times was actually an indication of a rather generous spirit on his part. There was
a custom that one should be forgiven as many as three times. To forgive an offender seven
times was far above the average.

The disciples were probably as shocked as some modem-day readers are when
they heard Christ say that they should forgive "until seventy times seven." Actually Jesus
was saying, "You must not place any limitations on the range of your forgiveness."

As surprising as it may seem, these guidelines for forgiveness were given by our
Lord for the benefit of the offended. When we fully recognize this we will see the logic
behind his commandment that his disciples maintain a disposition to forgive.

Many of us live between two expectations as far as others are concerned. Some of
us are unrealistic in that we expect perfect treatment from others. Some of us are overly
pessimistic because we expect others to act like scoundrels.

Because we make mistakes, ill-treatment of self and others is simply one of the
facts of life with which all of us must deal. Some people inflict injury deliberately. Others
inflict injury unconsciously. Still others inflict injury indirectly.

The question of how to deal with injury at the hands of others has been a pressing
problem through the ages. Our natural impulse is to retaliate in kind and to inflict injury
upon those who have injured us. To do so is to break a number of our Lord's
commandments. To retaliate with injury for injury contradicts the very nature of our faith.

It is always difficult to forgive someone who has injured us. It never has been easy
for the follower of Christ to forgive those who were guilty of inflicting injury either upon
themselves or upon their loved ones. There are at least three reasons why we must
determine to forgive others.

To limit or to refuse forgiveness causes a person to live by the principle of love.
He who carries a grudge lives for the day when he can retaliate. Unconsciously he begins
to plan for his revenge, and hate begins to fill his heart and mind. Hate is a powerful force
that can have explosive consequences if it is permitted to express itself.



Limiting forgiveness causes a person to be preoccupied with the faults and
mistakes of others to the extent that he becomes blind to his own shortcomings. To major
upon the splinter in the eye of a brother is to discover eventually that one has a plank in
his own eye (Matt. 7:3-5).

Limiting forgiveness places the present and the future under the tyranny of the
past. To refuse to forgive enables the past, with its errors and mistakes, to sit in on, the
present as a constant troublemaker. We would be wise if we would take all of the old
mistakes of others and place them out of circulation. We need to destroy all of our lists of
complaints against others.

God wants to deal with each of us on the basis of his forgiveness of all of our sins.
God wants each of us to relate to each other in terms of forgiveness.

Forgiveness is something infinitely more than ignoring the offenses and errors of
others. Forgiveness is more than simply forgetting a debt or obligation owed us by
another. Forgiveness has been defined as involving at least three responses. To forgive
means to "Hold it against him no longer." This involves remitting or renouncing the right
to retaliate. By the decision of the mind and heart the offended decides that he will refuse
to inflict injury upon the offender.

To forgive is to determine to remove resentful feelings. To do this is often
exceedingly difficult. At this point one must depend on the grace of God and decide to
follow the example of our Lord. We must also recognize that if we do not purge out of our
hearts all malice and hatred, the source of our joy will be poisoned. We must recognize
that the only way by which we can be assured of the forgiveness and grace of God is on
the condition that we forgive those who have sinned against us (Matt. 6:14-15; Col. 3:13).

To forgive is to put forth an effort to revive friendly relationships. Forgiving is
remembering and yet loving, accepting, and restoring broken relationships. Such is
necessary in all areas of life if we want to live a life of joy and victory.

A number of things can help us be more forgiving toward others. We need to
remember that God has forgiven us (Eph. 4:31-32). It might be helpful for us to recognize
that many of our injuries are just supposed and imaginary. We must guard against letting
our pride and sense of self-importance cause us to magnify small things out of proportion.
It will also be helpful if we will distinguish between malicious intent and errors or
misjudgments on the part of others. If we will seek all of the light or information that we
can concerning the situation or the person involved, it will help us to be more
understanding and tolerant toward those who have injured us. It will be impossible for us
to forgive those who mistreat us unless we let the light of the love of God fall on the
offender. While it may be costly to forgive those who have offended us, the cost of not
forgiving is much greater.



FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS

When she had successfully completed her voyage through life, the human ship
which had carried her God reached the haven of perfect peace beside the helmsman of the
world who, with her help, had saved the human race from the flood of godlessness and sin,
and given it life. He who gave one law on Sinai, and issued another from Zion, our God
himself, sent there to have the ark which he had sanctified brought to him, the ark of
which David her ancestor had sung: Go up, Lord, to your resting place, you and ark which
you have sanctified.

This ark was not drawn by oxen like the Mosaic ark of old, but guided and guarded
by a heavenly army of holy angels. It was not an ark made by hands and plated with gold,
but a living ark created by God, wholly luminous with the radiance of the all-holy and life-
giving Spirit who had visited her. Within this ark there was no jar of manna, no tablets of
the covenant, but instead the bestower of manna and of the promised blessings of eternity,
the Lord of the new and old covenants, who from this ark came into the world as a child
and freed those who believe in him from the curse of the law. This ark did not have
Aaron’s rod within and the glorious Cherubim above, but possessed the incomparably
greater glory of being herself the rod of Jesse, and of being overshadowed by the divine,
the almighty power of the supremely exalted Father. And instead of preceding the
Hebrew people like the earlier ark, this ark followed God when he appeared on earth in the
body received from her. Blessed by angels and humans alike to the glory of him who
exalts her above all creatures in heaven and on earth, her holy lips exclaimed: My soul
proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

In order to shine out clearly, this light-bringing spiritual dawn came to dwell in the
radiance of the Sun of Righteousness, in obedience to him who rose by his own power to
give light to all creation. Through her the splendor that outshines even the rays of the sun
sheds his light upon us in mercy and compassion, stirring up in the souls of believers the
desire to imitate as far as they can his divine kindness and goodness. For Christ our God,
who from this maiden who remained always a virgin and from the Holy Spirit had clothed
himself in a human body possessed of soul and mind, called her to himself and clothed her
in immortality, since she was his own flesh and blood. Because she was his most holy
mother, he bestowed on her the highest honor by making her is heir; as the Psalmist sings:
The queen stands on your right robed in raiment wrought with gold and divers colors.

Today the human tent which in a wonderful way received God, the Lord of heaven
and earth, in the flesh is taken away. She, his own flesh and blood, is made by him
immortal, to become together with him for ever strong to defend, protect, and save all of
us who are Christians.

Commentary: Attributed to Modestus of Jerusalem
(The Falling Asleep of the Virgin Mary 4-5:PG 86/2,3288-89)
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