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Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory to Him Forever!

SUNDAY BEFORE THE EXALTION OF THE CROSS
September 13, 2026

Schedule of Divine Services
Saturday, September 12 5:00 PM +Robert Wargo by Anna Marie Wargo & Family
+Joseph Rusnak by Audrey Hinkle
Sunday, September 13  9:00 AM +Mark Cifrulak by Pete & Norma Kacsur

Pages for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy: Tone 7 pages 156 - 157 & pages 249 - 251

Web Liturgy for Week of September 13 is sponsored by
Fr. Thomas Dansak in memory of +Anna & +Elek Francis

Sanctuary Candle is lit from September 6 - 19
In honor of Robert Bodnar on the occasion of his 96" Birthday by Family

EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
Monday, September 14 6:30 PM +George & +Mary Stanley by Family

SUNDAY AFTER THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
Saturday, September 19 5:00 PM +John Organiscak by M/M Nicholas S. Havrilla & Family
Sunday, September 20 9:00 AM +Sr. Dorothy Louise by Kathleen Zavada




PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-INS

AT HOME: Margie Seman, Teri Phares, Raymond Petro, Jr., Luke Pasternak, Tara
Seman, Patrick Singer, Mary Ann Urban, Carole Srsic, Pauline Johnson, Aaron Spang,
Suzie (Wargo) Bodziach, Patty Schneider, Jeannie Pasternak, Janet Myers, Ethel Wahal,
Paul Cherep, Nancy Cherep, Brian Cherep, Andrew Deskevich, Sr., William Sabo, Marion
Mamula, Edward Salsgiver, Bob Stein, Dave Scott, Betty Lou Karch, Nicholas Sowko,
Joe Volkay, Joel Stein, Francine Votedian

Italicized names indicate Parish Shut-ins. Other names are submitted prayer requests.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
13  Robert Bodnar

13 David & Melinda Banks (Anniversary)

15 Carole Srsic

16 John Kolesar

17 Nathan Heddleston

19 Mark Simko

In person Attendance: Saturday, September 5: 38; Sunday, September 6: 37
Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos: 15

Live Stream Viewing: Saturday, September 5: 24; Sunday, September 6: 45
Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos: 6

OUR RETURN TO THE LORD FOR ALL HE HAS GIVEN ME:

Regular Offertory $1,625.00
Maintenance Fund 467.00
Holy Day 217.00
Candles 59.00
Loose Cash 3.00
TOTAL $2,371.00

Painting Project Donation: $500 by Anonymous

During these challenging times we thank you for your kindness and generosity.
Please consider remembering St. John Cathedral in your will
as a lasting legacy for future generations.



GIFT CARDS AND LOTTERY TICKETS

If anyone is able to donate gift cards or lottery tickets for our raffle trees at the Craft
Show & Basket Extravaganza, please put them in an envelope in the collection basket and mark
it “Lottery Tree.” Thank you in advance for any help you may be able to give.

STUFFED CABBAGE DINNER

We will be having a Stuffed Cabbage Dinner on Saturday, September 26 and
Sunday September 27. The dinner includes: Stuffed Cabbage, mashed potatoes, vegetables,
roll & butter. Price is $14.00 per dinner. Dinners can be picked up on Saturday,
September 10 from 3 — 6 PM and on Sunday, September 11 from 10 AM — 12 PM. In
addition we will be selling quarts of haluski and soup, our kolache and other baked goods.

BAKED GOODS

We are looking for baked goods to sell during our Stuffed Cabbage dinner. Donations
can be dropped off on Saturday, September 26 from 9 AM — 12 Noon.

FEAST OF THE ELEVATION OF THE VENERABLE CROSS

The feast of the elevation of the Venerable Cross is a very ancient feast. However, like
the history of the finding of the holy Cross of the Lord, the history of the institution of the feast
has been obscured by various legends and it is not easy to separate fact from pious legend.

Historians of the Eastern Church generally agree that two particular events gave rise to
the institution of this feast: the finding of the holy Cross of the Lord in the fourth century and
its' recovery or return from Persian captivity in the seventh century.

The institution of the Feast of the Exaltation was first preceded by the discovery or the
finding of the sacred wood of the Cross upon which Christ died. Christian tradition has
transmitted to us several different legends about the finding of the holy Cross, three of which
are attributed to St. Helena, the mother of Emperor Constantine the Great. The finding of the
holy Cross is believed to have taken place in the year 326.

Historians who mention the finding of the holy Cross say nothing about its first
exaltation immediately after its discovery, nor does pious tradition give any account of it.

The feast of the Exaltation, by placing the holy Cross before our eyes, reminds us of
our obligation to venerate, love and confess the holy Cross. "Do not be ashamed of the Cross of
Christ," admonishes St. Cyril of Jerusalem in his fourth catechesis, "even if some hide it,
nevertheless, you trace it clearly upon your forehead so that the demons, seeing the royal sign,
may tremble and flee far away. Make this sign when you eat and drink, when you sit, lie down,
rise or walk, in a word, at every occasion."

St. John Chrysostom, in a sermon on the Cemetery and the Cross, speaks of the
significance of the Cross for us: "The Cross is a trophy against the demons, a weapon against
sin, a sword with which Christ pierced the serpent. The cross is the will of the Father, the glory
of the Only-begotten One, joy of the Spirit, ornament of the angels, fortress of the Church" the
glory of Paul, stronghold, of the Saints, the light of the whole world."




Attentive to the Y4/ovd

Sunday before the Elevation of the Cross
Galatians 6: 11-18

John 3: 13-17

If the entire meaning of human existence could be summed up in a single phrase, it
would be this brief statement. God's love is the one constant in a world of shifting
philosophies, politics, and fashions. It is the anchor that keeps humanity from drifting
hopelessly off course. It is the magnetic center that keeps the world from spinning
completely out of control. From the first spark of light to the universe's last breath, God's
love remains unchanging, undiminished. Scripture tells us that God created humanity out of
love to be his special possession, a people who could take on the divine nature and love his
Son as no other creature could. When we fell into sin, God continued to love us. He
promised us a way out of the pain and division we had brought upon ourselves. In love, he
spent generations preparing a people who could receive his salvation and proclaim it to the
world. Centuries of war, hatred, poverty, and murder rolled by, and still God forgave and
continued his intricate work of preparation. When the time finally came, God showed the
depth of his love. He sent his beloved Son into the world and gave him up as a sacrifice of
atonement. Now anyone who believes in Jesus and is baptized in his name can be set free
from sin and filled with the promised Holy Spirit. How deep the Father's love runs! How
vast his compassion and mercy! Faced with such love, we have a choice: Either to come
into the light of God's love, or to remain in darkness. Coming into the light exposes our
sins, but only so that we can be forgiven. Knowing God as a Father whose love never
diminishes gives us the courage to open our hearts and trust him to pardon, not condemn.
Those who cannot believe that God is so loving, avoid the light and remain trapped in the
guilt and condemnation of their sin. The light of God's love is available to everyone. Let us
come into that light more fully and allow him to scatter the darkness that lingers within us.
"Thank you, Father, for sending your Son to draw us back to you. As your children, we ask
for a deeper experience of your love. Make us witnesses to this love to all the darkness that
is still in the world."
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